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Rev. Mr THOMAS HOG. 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Kiltearn, in Roſs. 


Some wonderful and glorious diſplays of the divine 
condeſcenſion to him, and to others by him, 


An Abſtra&t of Mr Hoe's manner of dealing with 
Souls under their firſt Awakenings. 


Of the LIFE of the 


CONTAINING, 


To which is annexed, 


By W. AUGUSTUS CLARKE. 


This account is truly worthy the peruſal of every 
Goſpel Miniſter, and every true F ollower 


of the LAus. 


The Secret of the 8 is with ao that far 


him, PsALM xxv. 14. 
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Printed and Sold by W. Oriver, Ne 19, in 
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DAR READER, 


74 Fe Ges, Wa the noe of ; 
grace having pon to my ſoul like ; 
Apples of gold in pictures of filver, alſo 
reſpect for the memory of the man of 
God, and an hope of their being made 
uſeful to ſuch as read them, were the 
motives which induced me to ſend. 
this Abridgement abroad. One would 
with to gather up the very fragments 
that remains of ſo eminent a ſervant © 
of the Lord JesUs CHRIST. 


w. AUGUSTUS CLARKE... 
Redcroſs-ſtreet, Neo 16, 
Feb. 27, . 


Author of the Bed of Sweet Flowers ; 
or, Jewels for Hephzi-bah, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE lives of eminent ſaints, wherein 
are repreſented their experiences 
of the divine all-fufficiency, good- 

neſs, condeſcenſion, and immutable fide- 
lity ; their attainments in a holy and hea- 
venly frame of heart and converſation, 
and their extenſive uſefulneſs in the vari- 
ous ſpheres -to which Providence had 
aſſigned them, have been juſtly accounted 
amongſt the moſt agreeable productions 
of the preſs. They afford pleaſure and 
edification at once: while the reader 1s 
delighted with the hiſtorical incidents, 
his mind is inſenſibly led into an high 
eſteem, and emulation of that goodneſs 
by which the ſubject of the piece was 
diſtinguiſhed : they ſet the truth and 
power of chriſtianity in a ſtrong and af- 
fecting light, and may not, without rea- 
ſon, be regarded as additional credentials, 
whereby the excellency of the religion of 


Curse is atteſted. In them we behold 
what the wiſeſt of men could not think 
of without aſtoniſhment, That God does in 
very deed dwell with men on the earth ; nay 
more, dealeth familiarly with them, while 
he makes them previouſly acquainted with 
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vii ADVERTISEMENT. 
his ſecret deſigns both of judgment and 


meicy, and * diſplays his- dine PE, 


and the efficacy of his grace, throu ugh 


their infirmities, ſubduing and conguer- 
ing the moſt ha 
himſelf; and while he, as it were, reſgns 
himſelf to the command of their prayers, 
and makes them the ſubje& of the angelic 
care and ſuperintendence.— Thus alſo the 
lives of the ſaints are perpetuated on earth, 
oe theſe ſtars which once ſhone in our 

hemiſphere, though now tranſlated to the 
regions of glory, yet continue their benign 
influence upon us: to ſupply the want of 
theſe ſacred intercourſes, whereby chriſ- 
tians have been accuſtomed: to''edify one 
another, we hereby partake the fellowſhip 
of the ſaints in paſſages, and learn, for 
our ſpiritual improvement, the exerciſes 
of their hearts under the various diſpenſa- 
tions of divine Providence, and their 
happy experiences of the Loxp's care over 
them, and gracious manifeſtations of him- 
ſelf unto them for their encouragement, 


and relief from all cheir trials and temp- 


tations, 


There is not any of theſe purpoſes 


which the life of Mr Thomas Hog does not 


ſeem qualified to anſwer in an high degree. 
Conſidered both in Ws Private and public 
character, 


» ie en s 


he carried on a daily intercourſe with hea- 
ven, and few enjoyed more evident ex- 


preſſions of the divine regard and con- 


deſcenſion than he enjoyed. 


Several paſſages related concerning Mr 
F a very extraordinary nature: 

and leſt the ſcepticiſm of the preſent age, 

in relation to them, ſhould prevail in 


Hog are o 


ſome againſt the credit due to the evi- 
dence upon which the following facts are 
related, it is preſumed to remind the 
reader, That, as they imply nothing con- 


trary to reaſon, they do not forfeit a title 


to his belief by being above it; eſpecially 
if they are otherways well atteſted, ſince 
they are obviouſly referred to a Cauſe, 
whoſe ways and thoughts are as far above 

the ways and thoughts of men as the hea- 
vens are above the earth : nor 1s there a 
neceſiity of reſolving ſuch matters wholly 
into the infcrutable deeps of the divine 


ſovereignty. There are grounds laid down 


in ſcripture for expecting great things at 
| 4 5 the 


ADVERTISEMENT. K 
character, he was an ornament to religion; 
his doctrine and life joined to recommend 
the truths and ways of Gop to men. He 
had entered fully into the fpirit of true 

odlineſs, and found its ſufficiency for 
fubpottiig all the charges of life: hence 
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x ADVERTISEMENT. 


the hand of Gop : He is able to do far above, 
and beyond all we can aſe or think, and has 
poſitively engaged to with-hold no good 
thing from them that walk uprightly. The 
ſacred hiſtory affords us examples of a 


more tranſcendent nature than any thing 


here recorded, the truth of which we are 


at as little liberty to queſtion as the di- 


vinity of the book in which they are re- 
lated. | 


One thing more the reader is entitled 
to know, That the following narration is 
extracted from ſeveral manuſcripts wrote 
by different hands, of which there are a 
good many copies extant ; and that every 


fact and principle contained therein, may 


be found in or other of the following ac- 
counts, namely, | 85 


1. A letter by Mr William Stuart, who 
ſucceeded Mr Hog as miniſter of Kil- 
tearn, and was afterward removed to the 


burgh of Invernęſs, to the honourable Mr 


James Erſkine late lord Grange. Mr Stuart's 


. eminence and probity is yet well remem- 


bered by many: from him we have the 
greateſt part of what may be accounted 
anywiſe extraordinary; and he declares, 
that he learned the ſame cither from Mr 


* 


ADVERTISEMENT. i 
Hog himſelf after his return to Kiltearn, or 
from old members of the ſeſſion of K. 
tearn, or from William Ballocb, who ſerved 

Mr Hog upwards of thirty years. 


2. A letter to the ſame lord Grange, by 
way of ſupplement to the former, by Mr 
James Hog late miniſter at Carnock, whole 
amiable character is well known; he be- 
came 3 with Mr Thomas Hog 
about the year 1676, when he was brought 
ſouth tg ſtand trial for conventicles (as 
private meetings for worſhip were then 
nicknamed) and they were for a time fel- 
low-refugees in Holland. His informa- 
tion, which contains all that reſpects Mr 
Thomas before his ordination, with ſeveral 
paſſages of his after-life ; and the caſuiſti- 
cal remarks in the appendix were received 
immediately from Mr Thomas Hegs own 
mouth, except a particular or two, which 
he had from H#illam Balloch, to whom 
both Mr Stuart and Mr James Hog give 
the character, that he was one of the moſt 
judicious, faithful and eminent perſons 
they ever knew of his ſtation. 


3. A letter by the ſaid Mr James Ho 
to lord Grange concerning Fohn Card, 
William Balloch, &c, e 


4. A 


— "ADVERTISEMENT. 


4. A particular or two is borrowed 


en the life of * N. late merchant in 
, who was much with Mr Hog 


from a little after he came to the county 
of Murray till near the time of his death; 
but that life having, it is ſaid, been wrote 


only for private uſe, we are not at N 8 


to be more Tpecial here. 


5. Some few piniculan are borbwed 
from the memoirs of Mrs Reſs, which are 
in print; and, 


6. The only other aun we have 
notele to, is a ſmall manuſcript, entitled, 
Remarkable Paſſages of the Life and 
Death of Mr Thomas Hop, &c. to which 
is ſubjoined a letter to D. S. in Holland, 
ſubſcribed by D. C. who calls himſelf the 
unworthieſt of Mr Hog's converts. This, 


though a ſort of anonymous authority, 
coinciding much with the other accounts, 


by perſons of known probity ;| we think 
7 entitled to uſe it for illuſtrating 
ſome things which the others do but 
touch on. | 
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ny I. 
Containing ſame gleanings of Mr Hoe” s I 15 
till he took his degrees in the een 


of Aberdeen. 


R Thomas Hog was donde in the Rating 
of the year 1628, of honeſt. parents, 
native Highlanders, ſomewhat above the 

vulgar rank, who lived in the burgh of Tain in 
the county of Roſs. They were careful to give 


their ſon liberal education; for which * 
e 


M MEMOIRS OF THE 


he was early ſent to ſchool, and from his firſt 
commencement tothe ſtudy of letters hediſcovered 
an uncommon genius, and ſoon made ſuch pro- 
- Kiciency as rendered him reſpected: during his 
youth he was much addicted to the harmleſs 
diverſions of that age; yet they never did abate 
his progreſs in his ſtudies, nor his deteſtation of 
every thing immoral, or unbecoming the cha- 
racter of a ſcholar. 0 
When Mr Hog had finiſhed his education at 
the grammar ſchool, he was put to the univer- 
ſity in the New-town of Aberdeen, where he 
made great proficiency, till at laſt he was ad- 
mitted maſter of arts, with the univerſal appro- 
bation of the regents. 8 
An ineident very remarkable fell out about 
this time, which both confirmed Mr Hog's aver- 
ſion to drunkenneſs, and his belief of an over- 
ruling providence. He had contracted famili- 
arity with a merchant in Aberdeen, who being 
to go on à ſea voyage, paid him a viſit ere his 
departure; and Mr Hog, in return of his 
courteſy, accompanied him- to the mouth of the 
river Dee, off which the ſhip then lay; and it 
being the evening, leſt the college gate, within 
which he lodged, had been ſhut ere he returned, 
he took the janitor's ſervant along with him. 
After he had ſeen the gentleman go on board, 
he was returning with two burgeſſes, who had 
gone out upon the ſame errand ; when through 
the importunity of one of them, they turned all 
aſide to take a bottle in an inn by the way. 
There he tarried with them till he thought they 
had drunk ſufficiently, when finding they were 
not yet diſpoſed to return home, he withdrew 


from their company, and came home alone to 
| his 


RE V. MR HOGG. 1256 
his chamber, and went to bed at his uſual hour; 
but though in good health, he toſſed from one 
ſide to the other, and could get no reſt till after 
the clock ſtruck one, when he fell aſleep and - 
reſted quietly till his wonted time of arifing in 
the morning: at which time coming forth to 
his claſs, the aforeſaid ſervant met him, and 
told him with weeping, that the two men he 
left yeſternight, after continuing a while at their 
cups, fell a contending and then a fighting, in 
which the one killed the other; and that the 
murderer being taken in hot blood, was to be 
tried and executed quickly. Mr Fog aſked at 
what time the crime was committed, and find- 
ing it was juſt at one o'clock, he adored that 
Providence which had both diſpoſed him to leave 
that company ſeaſonably, and made him un- 
eaſy while ſuch a complication of ſin was com- 
mitting. fo 1 1 
The only other particular I have learned con- 
cerning Mr Hog while at the college, is, that 
he having, during the ſtudy of theology, been 
boarded in a private houſe, it was his happineſs 
to have ſeveral well diſpoſed young men for his 
comrades, with whom he joined in worſhip 
daily; and one of them being a probationer for 
the miniſtry, he took a ſort of inſpection over 
the reſt: after reading a portion of feripture, he 
uſed to propoſe queſtions and difficulties to the 
reſt from what they had read, which proved of 
ſpecial uſe, both for their mutual information, 
and incitement to cloſe ſtudy of the ſcriptures, 
and examination of commentaries, that they 
might be in a capacity to ſpeak to equal advan- 


tage with their companions. | 
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Containing ſome account of Mr Ho6's con- 
ver ſion, and other things memorable cun- 
cerning him, from the time be left the 
college, till be was ordained miniſter at 


# - 


THOUGH Me Hy was adorned, with 


natural and acquired accompliſhments, and 
his moral walk truly amiable, and had ſtrong 
appearances of ſincere piety, he ſtil], as himſel 

acknowledged to Meſſrs Stuart and J. Hog, re- 
mained a ſtranger to the ſaving operations of the 
Spirit of Gop. This however the divine good- 
neſs ſoon after made him acquainted with, at a 
time when the arm of the LoxD was gloriquſly 


- ” 


in this land, which commenced.from the year 
1638, and the influences of his grace were plen- 
tifully poured out upon multitudes through the 
nation. Having finiſhed. his courfes of acade- 
mical literature, he was called to the knowledge 
of things ſupernatural, and led into an experi- 
mental acquaintance with the great myſtery of 
godlineſs. His convictions and ſubſequent con- 
verſion were the more endearing to him, that 
the innocence and apparent ſanctity of his former 
life tended to exclude any ſuſpicion of a bad 
ſtate, and thus to ſtrengthen him in a fatal 
miſtake. For, 8 880 | 
1. His converſation was ſtrictly moral, what- 
ſoever is ordinarily called vice, he deteſted, and 
kept at a diſtance from it, and plied the duties 
of his ſtation with great diligence, 
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revealed in the revival of a work of reformation _ 
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5 REV. MR- HO G6. ; 17 
* He frequented, praying ſocieties, and con- 
verſed and prayed with them, and in reſpect of 


knowledge, utterance. and an unexceptionable 
A he was by Wer eſteemed ee young 


* i ſincerely Gught | the Lozn, * was 
din gent in the ale of means for attaining knows 
— — eſpecially of the principles of religion, 
and the meaning of the ſcriptures, as to which 
his reach was greater than ce would allow 
him to expreſs. | 

4. With reference to the public ftate. 2 re- 
ligion and reformation in this church, he was 
not only ſound and ſtrict, but alſo reſolute. and 
forward to adventure to the utmoſt in tha! 
on Dy 1121 
In ſtraits he acknowledged the Lonb, and 
1 theſe difficulties before him in prayer, 
to which he got ſometimes notable returns. 

Mr. James Hog having objected, That per» 
haps ſome efficacious work of ſaving power 
might have been wrought upon Mr Thomas 
Hog's ſoul more early than 1 — believed, and 
ow the ſeveral pieces of department now re- 
lated, might have flowed thence ; he anſwered 
with "are concern, That if he was then in a 
ſtate of grace and ſalvation, he was not in that 
ſtate afterward; for that the whole of the fol- 
lowing work, which by the Spirit and Word of 
Gor was wrought on his Heart, was founded 
upon a ſtrong, clear and pointed conviction of 
his having been at that time out of CuzIsT'; 
that is, not in him by vital union, notwith- 
ſtanding all the aforementioned len gts. 
The objector deſired to know, how a conver- 
fation ſo lovely could have place without a 
| principle 


18 MEMOIRS OF THE 
principle of ſaving grace to ſupport it? Mr 
Flog replied, That there was nothing in all the 
particulars mentioned, beyond a reformation 
merely legal, and that the convincing work of the 
SPIRIT held forth John xvi. 8, 9. was yet want- 
ing. And for detecting the objector's miſtake, 
he obſerved, (1) As to a moral walk, and the 
performance of religious duties, there is nothing 
in them that demonſtrates a gracious ſtate, Luke 
xviii. 10—12. 1fa. lviii. 2. Rom. ii. 17—20. 
Neither (2) was there any thing (ſaid he) in 
his being well reputed amongſt the godly, nor 
in that there were mutual endearments betwixt 
them that could confirm his charity; for his 
endowments of knowledge, utterance and moral 
ſeriouſneſs. procured eſtimation from them, and 
the account they made of him, and kindneſs 
which they expreſſed to him, procured à reci- 
procation of love and kindneſs from him. (3) 
He ſaid, his ſoundneſs and ftriftnefs of princi- 
ple was owing to the information of his judg- 
ment, by an impartial fearch and inquiry into 
principles and facts, which any man of ſound 
underſtanding may attain to; and though in a 
time, when religion flouriſhed, and ordinances 
were accompanied with much life and power, 
the common gifts of the SpiR:T did abound 
more than ordinary, this was not ſtrange, as he 
illuſtrated from Heb. vi. 4, 5, 10. Pſalm Ixxviit. 
34. Hof. vi. 4. (4) With reference to public 
zeal and reſolutions, &c. there are many in- 
ſtances of ſuch adventurers, who have given ſad 
proofs of what they were at bottom, x Cor, 
xiii. 3. att. vii. 22, 23. Luke x. 19, 20. And 
(5) As to his acknowledging the Lord in 
prayer, and obtaining returns of prayer, he ſaid, 
| it 


ad 


REV. MR HOG. 19 
it was about worldly things and difficulties of 
that nature, which gave no evidence of ever- 
laſting love; for many ſuch returns the body of 
2 and their kings had, and the men of 
ineveh were heard and delivered, Judges ii. 
15, 16. Pſalm Ixxviii. 38. Jonab iii. 10, &c. 
What the manner and means of Mr Hog's 
ſaving converſion were, we are at a loſs to 
deſcribe. In general, Mr Stuart ſays, after be- 
ing favoured with a good part of two days con- 
ference on that head, That a clearer account 
<< of the work of grace could not be, than that 
c which dropt from his lips, and this attended 
« with ſo much humility and ſelf-denial as did 
66. bear portion to the excellency of the work; 


« but the particulars, ſays he, would over-ſwell 


<< my purpoſe.” And Mr James Hog aſſures us, 
<< 'That the iſſue of Mr Thomas Hog's convic- 
<< tions was fo clear, and had ſo much of glor 
« in it, that the weak veſſel could ſcarce bear 
« jt: but, as to particulars, the only method 
„ wherein I am in caſe to relate them, is to re- 
«c peat the ingenuous information he was pleaſed 
© to give me of his own experiences, as the 
% ſubject-matter of my ftraits required; for 
« that great man was ſo far above me, who am 
«© but a mere child in grace, that it never en- 
c tered into my thoughts to ſeek a detail of the 
particular circumſtances and diſtinguiſhing 
« marks of his converſion.” 

But in general he ſays, Mr Thomas Hog was 
under a very deep and ſevere law work; that 
his convictions were very cloſe, particular and 
pointed; his fins were ſet before him with muck 
'of awful Majeſty, which produced amazement 
and deep abaſement on his part: that * 

1 this 
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this work, which was of long continuance, 

whole crouds of ſins were charged home upon 

bim without number and meaſure, inſomuch 
that he concluded it would be an endleſs buſi- 
neſs, and was nigh to deſpair. 

At this time he was chaplain to the 1 of 

Sutherland, where the work of Gop flouriſhed 
in ſeveral happy ſouls; a great meaſure of cha- 

rity was due to the earl and ſeveral others in the 

family; the lady was a moſt eminent chriſtian, 

and of great experience in foul exerciſe; ano- 

ther lady, related to the family, was ſo remark- 

ably countenanced of Gop, that Mr Hog came 

afterwards to know ſhe was ſometimes heard on 

his account: and the butler was at the ſame 
time. under a law work much like his own, yet 
the one did not know of the other: notwith- 
ſanding, the counteſs wanted not, as- they 
afterwards found, ſome diſcerning of what was- 
working with them both, and had a watchful 

eye over them; and ſhe was particularly moved 
to this towards Mr Hog (no doubt by her un- 

erring guide) on the following emergence, the 

only one of the kind he was ever troubled 

with. 

One time when Mr Hog was fitting alone in 
his chamber, in extream anguiſh, nothing but 
wrath in his view, and his hope of relief. at a 
very low ebb, a horrible temptation was thrown 
in like a thunderbolt, namely, Why do you 
continue under ſuch intolerable extremity of 
diſtreſs? put rather an end to a miſerable life. 

| Immediately upon the ſuggeſtion, he reſented 

the temptation and the tempter with indigna- 
tion; and his pen knife, at which the enemy 
_ pointed i in his 5 lying upon oy 
table 
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REV. MR H OG. 22 
table before him well ſharpened, leſt the aſſault 
ſhould have been renewed and heightened, he 
foſe: up and threw it över the window. After 
this, he ſat down and fell a muſing upon the 
intricacies of his complicated diſtreſs; and while 
in the midſt of this terrible whirlpool, the 
counteſs beſide her- cuſtom (though ſhe had been 
ever -affable at table) knocked gently at his 
; door, and invited him to go and partake with 
her of a preſent made her of ſummer fruit. So 
away he went with her, and though he behaved 
before her as if all had been quiet within, ſhe 
difcovered both by her ſpeech and her very kind 
behaviour, that ſhe either was impreſſed with 
his being in danger, or that ſhe ſuſpected how 
matters were with him: After he had been thus 
kindly entertained for a good ſpace, he returned 
to his room, found” the damp mercifully re- 
moved, and his ſoul moulded into a more ſub- 
miffve frame, and ene to wait patiently for 
the Lend. 

As to the manner of Mr Hog's relief, we 
learn in general, That from a conviction of ac- 
tual fins he was carried up to original ſin, as 
the fountain- head, and to a conviction of un“ 
belief, as the ſeal on this fountain, and found, 
Himſelf coneluded in unbelief, or in a ſtate of 
fin, according to Rom. xi. 32. John iii. 16-38. 
The Lokp having in this manner laid a ſolid, 
elear and excellent foundation, Mr Hog was at 
length bleſſed with faith's views of the glory of. 
Cxlsx in his perſon and offices; and the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of Gon in the 
face of JESUS CHRISTH did ſo raviſh and ſatiate 
his ſoul, as to render him moſt willing, through 
race, to forego, endure, and in his ſtrength, 

adventure 
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adventure upon any thing in his cauſe and for 
his ſake, LOL þ . t 
About this time Mr Hag having been long 
engaged in ſecret prayer, with uncommon en- 
largement, received ſo ſtrong a confirmation of. 
his being an object of everlaſting love, from 
that — ** in Jaſbua i. 5. repeated by the 
apoſtle, Heb. xiii. 5. I will never leave thee, &c. 
that his ſoul was filled with the conſolations of 
Gop. What could he want, or what harm 
could want do unto him, while the LorD was 
with him? neither ſhould deceit and violence 
prevail againſt him. But, while in this frame, 
he was longing for an opportunity of expreſſing 
his obligation to his gracious Ws and SA- 
VIOUR, and. ſaying within himſelf, What 
« would I not ſuffer for ſuch unbounded good- 
« neſs?” That inſtant he was called to per- 
form worſhip in the family, and went out of his 
room full of divine joy, expecting to pray as in 
his former rapture and tranſport ; but, behold on 
a ſudden, he was over-clouded, and deſerted to 
that degree, that with much difficulty he got a 
few ſentences uttered, and was obliged to cut 
ſhort. When going away, the truly noble 
counteſs whiſpered to him, Mr Thomas, be 
« not diſcouraged, the Lorp is trying your 
z ſubmiſſion to his ſovereign diſpoſure.” When 
returned to his room, he fell a muſing on his 
ſudden change from the better to the worſe ; 
and while he was humbly enquiring why the 
Lonxp contended with him, he called to re- 


membrance what he had upon the matter ſaid in 
his ſecret prayer, and, as if one were reafoning 
with him, it was ſuggeſted, Did not you ſay in 
the time of your conſolation, © What would 

«© you 
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ce you not ſuffer for Gop?“ and ſee: how you 
cannot bear, without confuſion, to be ſtraitened. 
in prayer before a few of your fellow- creatures? 

y this he was convinced of his weakneſs, and 
made to admire that ſovereign wiſdom which 
took ſuch a gentle trial of him : upon which 
his confuſion was removed, a pleaſant ſubmiſſion 
did ſucceed, and his conſolation was renewed. 
On this providence Mr Hog uſed to make the 
following obſervation, That ſubmiſſion to the 
ſovereign will of Gop under deſertions, afflic- 
tions and trials, is preferable to the ſtrongeſt 
conſolations; becauſe, ſaid he, <** Conſolation 
C pleaſeth us, but ſubmiſſion pleaſeth Gop.” 

Another thing on which he put a ſpecial re- 
mark, was the ſignal power and preſence that 
attended ſocial prayer ſometimes when the 
counteſs and her friend were preſent, more than 
on other occaſions. This to carnal minds may 
ſeem a jeſt; but as in natural things a threefold _ 
cord will draw more ſtrongly than a fingle, 
ſo it holds likewiſe in the economy of grace, 
that where two or three ſuch believing perſons 
ſhall, under the influences of the ſpirit of grace, 
agree to aſk any thing of their heavenly FaTHER 
in CHRI1sT's name, it ſhall be granted unto 
them, Matt. xviii. 19. $: 


- 


But the laſt and moſt conſiderable adventure 
T ſhall relate concerning Mr Hog, while he 
abode in that noble family, was, his having 
been the inſtrument of converting a young 
a ge of the name of Munro, who was re- 
ated to the family, and frequented it often (a): 
This gentleman at that time, void of real re- 
ligion, but of a ſober deportment, took great 
e pleaſure 


(% Mr June Hog'a account, 
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pleaſure in Mr Hag's company, and waſted 
much of his time with frothy, idle and uſefeſs 

| © converſe: Mr Hog had a due regard for the 

2 entleman, and reckoned himfelf obliged to uſe 


im with diſcretion, on which account he did [ 
bear with him for a good time; but it grieved 
him that theſe interviews turned out at beſt to a 
waſting his precious time, and therefore he took | 
the matter to ſerious deliberation, and aſked 
counſel of the LoRD, what was proper for him Þ 4 


to do in ſuch a caſe. At length he was de- 
termined to deal freely with the gentleman 
about his eternal Rate, he foreſaw that if his 
freedom were taken amiſs, their converſe would 
be broken off, and he would be eaſed of part of 
his burden; if otherways, then their converſa- 
tion would be carried on to other and better 4 
purpoſes. Accordingly, an opportunity having 
ſoon preſented itſelf, Mr Hog, after ſome in- 
troductory converſe, and a little pauſe, during 
which he was exerciſed in ejaculatory requeſts 
addreſſed the gentleman to this effect, “ Sir, I 
have a juſt reſpect to the family from which _ 
ce you are deſcended, and to yourſelf alſo ; my 
«© parents were acquainted with your anceſtors, 
te and Tam under ſeveral obligations to them 
© on theſe, and other accounts. I have been 
& deliberating how I may moſt fitly expreſs. the 
c reſpe& I owe you, and, as the beſt ſervice 
c in my power, have reſolved to uſe a piece of 
„ open-hearted freedom with you about the 
& concerns of your immortal ſoul.” This 
unuſual addreſs was very ſurpriſing to the 
gentleman, yet he took it not in bad part, but 
ſired him to ſay on. Upon this Mr Hog pro- 
ceeded, and after he had mentioned ſome | 
| qualities 
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qualities in the gentleman, deſireable in their 
own place, he added this grave admonition, 
« Sir, I muſt be free with you, and therefore 
66 I tell you in ſincere love, and with an ardent 
“ defire of your ſoul's everlaſting ſalvation, 


& that you are manifeſtly guilty of a notable 
« evil, and pray obſerye it carefully, it is a 
ce e or ſet of tranſgreſſions, that 
«« conſiſts not with a ſtate of grace, I/. i. 26. 
« Deut. xxxii. 5. The fin is, you keep not a 
« watch over your own tongue, but have a ſort 
c of roving converſation, not adverting to your 
& ſpeech, but talking at random, and ſhewing 
© no concern that Gop may be honoured, and 
« your neighbour get profit by your words. 
6. Man's tongue is in ſcripture called his glory, 
«©. Me... Xvi, 9. and lvii. 8. Speech we have 
& peculiar to us as reaſonable creatures, and 
& therefore it ſhould be ſavoury and uſeful, for 
of every idle inoperative, or unuſeful word, 
ce we ſhall give account at the great day.” 
This admonition was well ſupported with 
ſeveral texts of ſcripture, particularly the two 
above cited; and as an antidote againſt this evil 


in time coming, Mr Hog recommended to him 


to maintain the awe of the majeſty of Gon 


upon his ſoul ; and, added he, The preſence 
<« of a prince, or a perſon of reſpect and hon- 
< our, would have ſo much influence upon us 
as to procure ſome careful obſervance of 
6 what we ſay or do under his eye, and mus 
c more would a rooted faith of Gop's all- ſeeing 
% eye prove operative in this manner.“ The 
gentleman heard all with the cloſeſt attention 3 
and when Mr Hog had finiſhed what he had in 
view, he anſwered, Ek, always looked on 


+» you 


: 
= - _ 
7 
4 j 
* * "DS 9 „ EE OO OO IN — 
5 


e as 


_— 


a» op wa av 


— — 
P P 6—(ł 4 — . 


wv — 


%. 


ab MEMOIRS OF TRE 


e you as my true friend, and now you have 
4 Beer the beſt demonſtration of it 87 what 
you have faid, I am perſuaded of the evil of 
4 the fin charged on me, and of my danger by 
«© it; and now that you have obliged me be- 
„ yond what any have done hitherto,. I beg a 
* continuance of your favour, and that I may 
% have free acceſs to converfe with you after- 
« ward.“ This requeft was joyfully complied 
with, and if the gentleman viſited Mr Hug fre- 
quently before, he made him many more viſits 
after this, but never gave occafion to impeach 
him. Their communication after this turned 
principally, and almoft wholly, upon the con- 


cerns of his ſalvation, and through the Loxp's 


blefling their labour was not in vain. The 
gentleman became eminently gracious, and for 
an evidence that this free dealing was bleſſed, 
the good man in his after conduct did ſo much 
che in the virtues oppoſite to the blemiſhes 
found fault with, as aſtoniſhed thofe who for- 


merly knew him ; and he difcovered fo much 


underſtanding, deliberateneſs, prudence and diſ- 
cretion, that he was much eſteemed for accom- 
modating differences, and feveral gentlemen did 
ſubmit their contefts to- him, and acquieſced in 
his ſole determination. 

The gentleman being thus eſtabliſhed in the 
Lord's way, was honoured to adorn the doc- 
trine of God his Saviour, without any extraor- 
dinary interruption, until a difference fell in 


" betwixt his father and him about marriage. 


The old man would have him take a wife, 
whoſe portion would have. relieved their little 
eſtate, then under ſome burden. But the young 
n:an finding no fatisfying evidence of her ex- 

perience 


— — —— — —ũ— — 
. 


_ p 
rr 5 
: ö * * , 8 * 9 4. "8 


a. 


© 1 c 
. A 1 . * * = 1 = k F gy IX * - * * 
A 4 1 8 7 . 
1 a - * — 
R E 4 1 M R ; I | G : 
* o Ld 


perience of religion, would not comply: and 
his father refented his averfion fo far, that they 


could not live amicably together: and to pro- 


cure peace, the ſon was obliged to betake him 
to an itinerary life amongſt his friends for a 
time, by whoſe interceſſion he hoped to make 
peace with the father, but in vain. _ | 
In this undeſirable way the young gentleman 
did no fmall ſervice, by ftirring up ſeveral of 
his friends to a concern about the great falva- 
tion. 1 | N . 
One incident which, as expreffive of that juſt 
regard he had for Mr Hog, may be here inſerted. 
It was his cuſtom to travel much in the ſummer 
nights, that under the filence and retirement of 


the ſeaſon he might with leſs interruption apply 


himſelf to ſecret. prayer. One of his female 
friends having found fault with hf for this 
practice, as an inverſion of the order of nature, 
and endangering of his health, and expoſing 
himſelf to robbers or evil fpirits ; the gentleman 


replied, That his walking in ſummer nights 


was owing to his love of folitude, which that 
ſeaſon afforded, without diſturbance. For his 
health, he bleſſed the Lox p, it was good and 


firm, having for ſome time been acquainted with 


a military life, the night and day in that ſeaſon 
were nearly alike ſafe for his health. As to 
wicked men, he believed they had little en- 
couragement to travel. in the night in theſe 
parts; and for apparitions, he could fay, thro' 
grace, that he feared not devils, unleſs one of 
them were permitted to appear in the likeneſs 
of Mr Thomas Hog, for fuch a devil might, he 
ſaid, impoſe upon him, and deceive him. 
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The order of time, according to the plan laid 
down, would ſeem to call for a ſtop here; but 


that we may have this gentleman's ſtory all at 


once, we obſerve, That ſometime after Mr 
Hag was ordained miniſter at Xiltearn, Mr 
Munro made him a viſit, and their meeting was 
accompanied with very great mutual endear- 
ments. After ſome little time, the good man 
addreſſed himſelf to Mr Hog in this amazing 
dialect, Sir, my courſe is nigh finiſhed, and 


& I am upon my entrance into a ſtate of eternal 


„ reſt. The Lord hath his own way of giv- 
« ing the watchful chriſtian previous warning 
«© concerning the end of his warfare, 2 Peter 
6 1. 14. and I being ſo privileged, have been 


& ſeriouſly pondering where it may be moſt 


convenient to breathe out my laſt, and quietly 
&« lay dona this tabernacle : and ſeeing, after 
“ deliberation, I can find no place nor com- 
« pany ſo fit as with you, I have adventured to 
„ come and die with you.” „ 

At this time the gentleman was in good 
health, and eat his meals as well as ever; where- 
fore Mr Hog endeavoured to divert him from 
the thoughts of a preſent diſſolution, but he 
firmly perſiſted in maintaining his perſuaſion 
thereof, and accordingly in a few days he was 
ſeized with a fever, whereof he died. 

During his ſickneſs Mr Hog took ſpecial care 
of him, and uſed all the means for his recovery 
which the place could afford, but without ſuc- 


ceſs; the fever proved mortal, yet notwith- 


ſtanding the height and violence of the diſeaſe, 
the patient was never heard to rove, his concern 


for the honour of Gop was indeed ſo great, that 


he behoved to entertain every incomer with ſome 
diſcourſe 
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diſcourſe ſuited to what he apprehended to be TY 


their caſe ; yet ſo ſenſible was he, and had ſuch 
a reverence for Mr Hog, that he kept filence 
or ſpoke very little when he was preſent, re- 
ferring all to him, whom he importuned to 
ſpeak and pray often. 

When the LorD's day came, Mr Hog, ok 


ordinarily attended him, being he knew engaged 


in the public worſhip of the day, he found an 
errand for the perſon to whofe care he was com- 
mitted, and in the keeper's abſence, he quickly 
put on his clothes, and went into the church as 
ſecretly as he could. Ere ſermon was ended, 

Mr Hog perceived him, and was grealy per- 


plexed at ſeeing him there; but being ignorant | 


what aim Gop might in his providence have in 
bringing him thither, and. perſuaded that no 
private concerns could ſuperſede the duty of his 
public calling he purſued his diſcourſe. Pub- 
lic worſhip being ended, the gentleman re- 
turned in all haſte, and compoſed himſelf in his 
bed ; and when Mr Hog came into the room to 
enquire into the dangerous adventure, he pre- 
vented him, ſaying, ** Sir, I had the firſt ſer- 
mon that did me good, from you, at the earl 


* of Sutherland's houſe of Dunrobin, and, ſince 


% that time I have had the proſpect that 1 
„would get my laft preaching from you alſo; 
« want no more, neither will I get more in 
„ time: and as to my bodily ſtate, ſo far as I 
«© can perceive, it is juſt the ſame as before; 
„ ſay now whatever you pleaſe.” But after 
this repreſentation, Mr Hog judged that he was 
called to be ſtill and reverence Providence. 
What was the text upon this occaſion I have 
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not learned; but in general, Mr James Hog 
faith it was moſt ſuitable to the. good man's 
.caſe, and that he often repeated and fed upon 
it and the purpoſes delivered from it, till 
1 entered triumphantly into the joy of his 

ORD. LONELY 
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niniſter of the goſpel at Filtearn,, ill he | 
epi in 4 LOA De. Ki 


M R Thomas Hog was licenſed to preach the 
goſpel in the twenty-ſixth: year of his 
age, and ere one year elapſed, ſeveral pariſhes 
were competing for him, from ſome of which 
he might have had a greater living than ever he 
had at Kiltearn; but he preferred that pariſh to 
the reft, becauſe he underſtood that. ſovereign 
grace was purſuing ſome elect veſſels there, and 
he knew that: ſeveral' gentlemen in it were 
friends to religion, eſpecially the baron of 
 Fawlis, a worthy gentleman, truly zealous for 
religion, as that family had been from the 
beginning of the reformation (5). There Mr 
Hog was ordained miniſter, in the year 1654, 
or 1655, wit the unanimous conſent and ap- 
probation of all concerned. 
Mr Hog having been thus ſettled, he applied 
himſelf od to his work, taking heed to 
himſelf and to his doctrine, that he might both 

fave himſelf and them that heard him. 
Concerning himſelf: he was temperate both 
in diet and ſleep. Gluttony, ſaid he, is a great 
incentive to luſt; and riſing betimes is not only 
god for the health, but beſt adapted for ſtudy, 
wherein he had much pleaſure. His viſiting of 
friends and acquaintances, and even meaner 
"i „ 


(sss) See a further account of the family of Fault in the ap- 
.pendix to colonel Gardiner's life, 
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a MEMOIRS OF THE - 
things, were all gone about by rule: He kept 
time and meaſure in every thing : however lively 
the frame of his own ſoul was, he never in- 
ſiſted long in ſocial duties, though he frequently 
enjoyed the breathings he: Hoty SPIRIT to 
a very high degree. He often expreſſed his 
diſſatisfaction with the length of ſocial exerciſes 
(a fault very common amongſt formal pro- 
feſſors) as what could not be managed by many 
to a good account, and as encroaching upon 
other neceſſary duties belonging to our reſpec- 
tive ſtations ; yet he utterly diſliked a coming 
reeking hot from the world into the preſence 
of Gop, and it was his conſtant practice, both 
before and after family-worſhip, to retire a little 
into his clofet. In ſelf-examination he was 
very exact, and ſet time apart for it once a 
month, and ſometimes oftner, accounting, that 
without this ſpiritual book-keeping, a trade 
with beaven could not be carried on to great 
advantage; and, amongſt his other properties, 
that of ſingular humility and modeſty did excel. 
He was moſt reſerved as 'to every thing that 
tended to his own reputation, and averſe from 
ſpeaking of ſuch things as the Loxp had 
wrought in him, by him, or for him, except 
to ſome few of his moſt entire acquaintances, 
or when the caſe of diſtreſſed ſouls did re- 

quire it. qr 
But he was more eſpecially remarkable in his 
public character : his concern for, and ſympa- 
thy with the ignorant, was exceeding great; 
the bulk of the people in that pariſh having, 
through the long infirmity of their former 
- paſtor, and the intervening vacation, been 
| neglected 
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neglected in their examination, and n 
very ignorant, Mr Hog was at great pains to 


ſpread the catechiſms, and other abſtracts of our 
received. principles amongſt them, and going 


about from houſe to houſe, he prayed with, 
exhorted and inſtructed them in the things 1 


taining to the kingdom of Gon. 


As an ambaſſador of the Lord Jesus Canter, 


his deportment was attended with as much 
| majeſty, proper to that function, as had been 
obſerved in any; and no wonder, for few are 
favoured with ſo many teſtimonies of the divine 


preſence in the diſcharge of their miniſtry, as it 
appears he had. His people, ſays his ſuc- 


ceſſor (c), „were awakened to hear, and he 


„vas encouraged to preach CHRIS JESUS 
“ unto them, ſo: that the dry bones began to 
c revive, and pleaſant bloſſoms, and hopeful 
<< appearances diſplayed themſelves every where 
* through the pariſh.” —In like manner, after 
he was forced from his charge by perſecution, 
he having come ſouth to Murray, and ſettled 
for a time at a place called Knockgaudy, near 
Oldearn, and preached the goſpel in his private 
houſe, he was greatly owned of Gop, and be- 
came the happy inſtrument of converting, or 
confirming many ſouls, amongſt whom the fame 
perſon reckons s N ——0, and E——h 
B ——e, his ſpouſe, B —2 B e her ſiſter, 
d, - C——e, alias 
Mrs R s, &c. all ſince fallen aſleep. The 
ſame Mr N——»o obſerves concerning Mr 
Flog (d), That though the Lorp did not 


CO bleſs Mr Hog with children, he once gave 


. «© him 
(c) Mr Stuart. (d) Memoirs of his own life, 


Fil 
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him the powerful aſſurance of that promiſe, 
„Ja. Ivi. 5. I wild give thee a name better than 
„ ſons and of daughters, which he ſignally 
, fulfilled to him, in making him the inftru- 
ment of begetting many ſons and daughters 
6 to the LoRD; to do which the Lord affiſted 
% him more I judge than any in his day.” 
Mes Roſs allo gives a large teſtimony to the 
: ſucceſs of Mr Hop's miniſtry, in the memoirs 
of her life. When ſpeaking (e) of Satan's be- 
ing let looſe upon her with his temptations, by 
which her hope was almoſt vanquiſhed ; The 
„Lok, ſays ſhe, ſent Mr Thomas Hop, an 
-<C interpreter, one of a thouſand, who was di- 
<6 rected to put me upon a right way of re- 
© covery, and quieting my mind under preſent 
4c trouble, which was, when I could not reſiſt 
, temptation, to ſuppoſe all true that Satan 
„ could charge me with, and then make appli- 
< cation to the blood of IJEsus, that cleanſeth 
« from all fin; and he taking me to his houſe, 
„ where I ſtaid for the ſpace of a month, the 
„ LorD thoroughly reſtored my ſoul before I 
c returned.” Again, ſpeaking of Mr Hog's 
1iberation from priſon (which I leam elſewhere 
was firft at Foryes) ſhe ſays (), He preach- 
«c ing for eight years thereafter in his own 
c houſe, was the inſtrument of converting 
“ many, and miniſters about did alſo wax bold 
c by his example to fall about the work of 
& preaching.” And to carry this account 


down to the latter period of his life, *I have 
*« (faith Mr James Hog) had the defireable 
& occaſion to hear him preach at the Hague, 

CC and 


(9 See page 13. G Se Pte 65. 
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e and his ſermons were accompanied with the 
©. greateſt meaſure of life and power I have 
ever had the opportunity to obſerve in my 
„ poor life.— This is he (ſays the writer of 
© the Remarkable Paſſages) of whom I may 


„ truly, and without diſparagement to any, 


* ſay, that he was the father of the moſt emj- 
& nent, as well minifters as private chriſtianz, 
in the land, namely, the famous and judici- 
* ous John Munro, in Rof5, who had been be- 
«© fore a great enemy to him, but at length 
(0 Was, by his labours, begotten unto G0D; 5 
„ alſo the learned and faithful Mr Thomas . 
Taylor had a moſt deep, diftint, and long 
* exerciſe under Mr: Hoz's miniſtry, and in 
„„the end got a clear and ſafe outgate, and 
«© was thereafter an eminent and burning light 
<c both in Scotland and Treland.=As alſo that 
brand plucked out of the burning, Mr Angus 
« Mac Bean, miniſter at '{wverneſs : the Lox: 
had indeed begun to work on Mr Mar Bean, 
© and brought him out from among the curates - 
«© before he ſaw Mr Hag in the face, but he 
% never had any diſtinctneſs in his exerciſe, 
“ far leſs outgate from his trouble, till the 
Lok brought him to this eminent ſeer, 
„ who, by converſe and otherwiſe, was the 
4c inſtrument of opening his eyes, and of draw- 
* jing him moſt effeCtually to CHRIST, after he 
„ had been about four years under a deep and 
% heavy exereiſe of law-work. But time would 
fail me to ſpeak of the ſtrength, ſettlement, 
«© and eſtabliſhment in grace, and in the ways 
«© of Gop, that holy Mr Thomas Roſs, and 
c zealous Mr ohn Welꝛood, together with 
6 ſeveral others, did get by his miniſtry and 
means, 
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. means, and of the many eminent chriſtians 


“ in every place, to which the Loxp called 


„ and ſent him, who were converted, or con- 
(C“ firmed, by his miniſtry.” 


As a farther evidence of that ſpecial contact 


vouchſafed to Mr Hog in the diſpenſing of goſ- 


ordinances, it was remarkable, that he was 


. ſeveral times led to ſpeak particularly to perſons 
-and cafes, without any fore-knowledge of the 
ſpecial occaſions calling for it. One time 


William Ballech, his faithful ſervant, whom the 


Lorp had powerfully brought over from dark- 


nefs to light by his miniſtry, was ſeized with a 


fever, and, in that condition, the tempter en- 
deavoured by ſeveral ſpecious arguments to 


bereave him of his peace: by this he was made 
almoſt inſenſible of bodily diſtreſs; and for re- 
lief he adventured to ſcramble up ſtairs upon his 


hands and feet, that he might impart his diffi- 
culties to his maſter; but Mr Hag being to 
preach in a ſhort ſpace after, refuſed to ſpeak 
with him at that time: fo with great difficulty 


he returned to his bed, and in a little he found 


that Gop had provided for his relief. As Mr 
Hog preached in his dwelling-houſe, Villiam's 
bed was ſo ſituated that he could hear his maſter 


diſtinctly, and was ſurpriſed to find himſelf 


prevented as to all he had to impart, for each 
of the ſeveral temptations, which prefled him 
fo exceedingly, were diſtinctly mentioned, and 
the fallacies deteCted in the fermon. Thus the 
Lonxp, by his own ordinance, made known to 
his poor ſervant, all that was in his heart; and 


in that manner a ths cure was beſtowed on 


his 


3% ir” 8, ; 
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his ſoul, which iſſued in the recovery of his 

health (g). TOE TORCH O08 
In like manner one Chriſtian Macintaſb, a poor 
woman in the depths of ſoul diſtreſs, having 
ſeveral times gone to hear Mr Hog at a good 
diſtance from her houſe, and ſtaid in his houſe 
ſometimes two or three nights at a time; ſome 
of her acquaintances took the opportunity one 
night in their way home, to reprehend her for 
being abſent from her family, becauſe it might 
provoke her huſband, who was of a different 
mind from her, and be an occaſion of blacken- 
ing religion itſelf, as if it gave a handle to idle- 
neſs. With this, and more to the like pur- 
poſe, the poor woman was exceedingly affected. 
She replied with great humility, that the 
worthy miniſter had detained her, that the 
entanglements ſhe was under about her ſoul 
concerns might be the more eaſily removed; 
and that his inſtructions had been of great uſe 
for this purpoſe: that her family was ſmall, 
. and the buſineſs of it could be the more eaſily 
overtaken, or what was wanting made up more 
conveniently, when matters of higher im- 
portance were brought to ſome deſireable iſſue. 
After parting to their ſeveral abodes, Chri/tian 
ſtopped at a retired place in her way, where ſhe 
poured out her heart to the LokD, and at her 
return home, her huſband received her with the 
moſt tender affection. Of all this Mr Hog 
knew nothing, yet the very next Lord's day 
he was led to preach from theſe words in Matt. 
xxvi. 10. My trouble ye the woman, & c. and 
1 In 


e) Mr James Hog's account, 


1 
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in handling the ſame, to obviate every objec- 
tion, ITE Chriſtian's honeſt friends had from 
no evil deſign made uſe of; which wrought 
ſo with them, that they All acknowledged 
their miſtake to her, and when it pleaſed the 
Lon further to eſtabliſh her, the occaſion for 
ſuch umbrage ceaſed (b). 

To inſtance only one particular more of the 
kind: Munro of Lumlair, an heritor in the 
pariſh, having been guilty of ſome ſin where 
with it ſeems his own conſcience accuſed: 2 
fell to applying ſome reprehenſory expreſſions 
uttered by Mr Hog, as if deſigned for paar 
him to contempt, though Mr Hog had no eye 
to him; and being incenſed to a dreadful de- 
gree, he came to the ſeſſion to demand ſatisfac- 
tion of Mr Hog, otherwiſe he threatened, not 
only to withdraw himſelf and family from his 
miniſtry, but to lay his ſtricteſt commands 
upon his tenants to do fo likewiſe. Mr Hog 
heard all without interrupting the gentleman ; 


and then addreſſed the ſeſſion, of which the 


gentleman's chief, fir John Munro of Fotolia, 
was a member, unfolding the inſult in moſt 
weighty and ſignificant terms, and required 
them to take cognizance of the ſcandal ; and 
leſt it ſhould have been alledged, any of the 
members would be influenced by his continuance. 
with them, he retired to his cloſet. After Mr 
Hog's departure, Sir John accoſted his friend, 
and by threats (as he was. of the greateſt 
authority in the place) and arguments together, 
he prevailed with him ere they parted to come 

in 


) Mr James Hop's account, 


- 


of the congregation. 


in the miniſter's will: Mr Hog was ready to 
overlook what reſpected himſelf perſonally; but 
the miniſterial office being attacked, and the 
offence become flagrant, the ſeſſion ordered that 
Lumlair ſhould be rebuked in his ſeat the next 
LoRD's day; to which he ſubmitted, and made 
his confeſſion with 3 tears, to the affecting 
Nor was the gentleman's 
- penitence confined to that occaſion, but he ever 
after looked on Mr Hog as his beſt friend, and 
laid out himſelf to great purpoſe, to promote 
the ſucceſs of his miniſtry (i). eh 
So ſoon as it pleaſed the Loxp to bleſs Mr 
Hog's parochial labours with a gracious change 
wrought upon a conſiderable number of the 
people, he took care to join the more judicious 
amongſt them in a ſociety for prayer and con- 
ference ; theſe he kept under his own fpecial 
inſpection, and did heartily concur with, and 
aſſiſt them in exciting and edifying one ano- 
ther. . | | 
In prayer he was moſt ſolemn and fervent; 
the profoundeſt reverence, the loweſt ſubmif- 
ſion, and yet a marvellous boldneſs and inti- 
macy with Gop, attended his engagements in 
this exerciſe, It might be truly ſaid of him, as 
of Luther, when he prayed, it was tanta reve- 
rentia, ut fi Deo, & tanta fiducia, ut ji amico, 
with ſo much reverence, as if he was praying 
to Gop, and with ſo much boldneſs, as if he 
had been ſpeaking to his friend. The ſtrength 
of his faith was proof againſt diſcouragement 
none ever beheld him perplexed on account of 
5 difficulties. 


— 


ti) Mr Janes Hog's account. 
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difficulties. Having once committed his cauſe 


unto the-LorD, he could wait with aſſurance 
of a happy event; and he obtained many re- 


markable, and even extraordinary returns, of 
which ſeveral inſtances ſhall be here taken from 
the author of the Remarkable Paſſages, and Mr 


James Hog's account; ſuch as, 


1. A good woman having come to Mr Hog 
with this ſore lamentation, that her daughter, 
L——, was diſtracted, Mr Hog charged 
one or two devout perſons (for he frequently 
employed them on extraordinary occaſions) to 


ſet a part a day and night for faſting and prayer, 


and then to join with him in prayer for the 


maid the next day. Accordingly, when the 
time of their appointment for a joint con- 


currence in the duty came, he wreſtled for the 


diſtreſſed perſon till ſhe recovered her ſenſes, 
and became as quiet as ever ſhe was before. 


This the writer declares he knew. E 

2. A daughter of the laird of Parks,. his 
brother-in-law, being lodged with him, and 
being ſeized with a high fever, and little hope 


of life left, Mr Hog, who loved the child 


dearly, conſulted with his wife, whether there 
was any Cauſe either in him or her of the 
Lord's contending with their friend, while 
under their care; and acknowledging their 
offences jointly to the Loxp in prayer, with 
the iniquity of the child, the fever inſtantly 
left her, and The was reſtored to health. This 
paſſage, ſays the writer, I read in Mr Hog's 


diary, which he concludes with admiration of 


the mercy and condeſcendence of his good and 
| gracious 
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gracious Gop, to whom he aſcribes the ho prof 
of all. h 


. In like manner, a child of the reverend 
Mr Thomas Urgubart's having been at the ver: 


point of death, de preſent preſſed Mr Hag to = 


pray (for he was now- become ſo revered, that 
none other would, in ſuch caſes, pray when he 
was preſent :) upon which he ſolemly charged 
them to join fervently with him, and having 
wreſtled in prayer and ſupplication for ſome 
time, the child was reſtored to health. A like 
Inſtance is found in his nook with e to a 
IM of Kinmundy's. 

One David Dumbar, whe lived at a 
diftance being in a phrenzy, and coming to Mr 
Hog's houſe in one of his roving fits, Mr Hog 
cauſed him to ſit down; and having adviſed with 
Mr Fraſer of Brae, and ſome other perſons who 
were occaſionally preſent, what could be done 
for the lad, ſome: were of opinion that blood 
ſhould be drawn of him; but, ſaid Mr Hog, 
the prelates poo deprived us of money where- 
with to pay phyſicians, therefore we will make 
uſe of the Phy ician who cures freely, and ſo he 
laid it on Bras to pray; but Brae having put it 
back on himſelf, he commanded the diſtracted 
man, in a very ſolemn awful manner, to be 
ſtill ; after which he prayed moſt fervently for 
the poor man, and he was immediately reftored 
to his right wits. This, ſays the writer, I 
both read in his diary, and had from eye a 
ear witneſſes. 

5. Mr Hog having once gone t to ſee a araci- 
ous woman in great extremity, and ſad diſtreſs 
both of body and mind, he prayed with and for 

her; 


— 
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her; and in prayer he had this remarkable ex- 
preſſion among many others, O LoRn, re- 
© buke this temptation, and we, in thy name, 
rebuke the ſame.“ Immediately after which, 
the perſon (as ſhe told the writer of theſe 
paſſages) was reſtored to entire health both of 
And yet, notwithſtanding the LorD hon- 
oured him ſo eminently, it is douhtful if any in 
his day did more heartily deteſt and carefully guard 
others againſt deluſion than he did; ordinarily, 
when he bowed his knee, it was his fervent re- 
queſt to be ſaved from deluſion, and therefore, 
when any word of ſcripture was brought to his 
mind, as. ſuiting any caſe he was exerciſed 


about, he would not cloſe with it, till after 
much fervent ſupplication, and diligent en- 
quiry in the uſe of all ſuitable means, be had 


examined the fame, and found it frem Gop ; 
for, ſaid he, Satan comes many times with his 
temptations as an angel of light. Whereſore it 
was his conſtant judgment, wherewith his prac- 
tice agreed, that as it is only by the Word 


wherein is clear light, and by the Spixrr's 


opening the eyes and giving ſight to diſcern this 
light, that we are to expect any ſolid inftruc- 


tion, direction or comfort, &c. ſo were theſe 
two concur, there is ſatisfying evidence of our 


light coming from the LoxD. There is firſt 
light in the underſtanding, which works on the 


will, and the affections follow. The SPIRIT 


of truth acts like himſelf in a gentle, ſweet, 


-fure, ſanctifying, humbling and quieting man- 


* - 


There 
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There was in this pariſh a bold young fel- 
low, John Card, who was brought under a 
work of conviction, which continued with this 
man, which was found to be real, clear and 
permanent. Mr Hog, whoſe. concern for him 
was very great, found the, work of grace ad- 
vancing moſt ſweetly in his ſoul ; yet all this 
time his mind was not calmed, his diſquiet 
continued for ſeveral months after, when, to 
his ſweet experience and exceeding joy, the 
hand who wounded him did alſo. heal him, 
which was as foloẽwc s. 8 
| Upon a certain Lord's day, ohn Card aroſe 
early, and his cries unto Gop did vie with the 
dawning of the morning: In this prayer he got 
ſuch a ſight of ſin, as filled him with great 
abaſement; and he was made to cry to Gop for 
mercy, with all the arguments he could form; 
- and gave not over till he obtained a glimpſe 
of hope, that Gop would have mercy on him: 
yet in a little the former load on his ſpirit re- 
coiled upon him. When he came to the houſe 
of Gon, he found more uneaſineſs than he ex- 
pected: Atheiſm and heart plagues did fiercely 
aſſault him, and he was afraid, leſt he ſhould 
. periſh by them; but to his great ſurpriſe, the 
hour came, when his dead foul was made to 
hear the words of eternal life. The miniſter 
was directed to preach CHRISYH ſo clearly to his 
very ſoul, that he found it a time of love, and 
a day of ſalvation, ſo that he was in a ver 
. tranſport of joy; and after the firſt ſermon, he 
comes to the miniſter's cloſet door, which, 
contrary to his cuſtom at other times, he had 
forgotten to bolt at that time; ſo in the man 
comes, 


— 
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comes, and though he found worthy Mr Hog 
on his knees, ſuch was honeſt John's tranſport, 
for now I may call him honeſt, that he cried, 
Mr Thomas, © Mr Thomas, turn your prayers 
to praiſes on my account, for this day falvation 
is come to my foul. Mr Hog was amazed to 
| find any giving him diſturbance in time of ſecret 
| prayer; but cut ſhort, as if he had been at a 
| cloſe; and being wiſe and compoſed, he did 
conceal his ſurprize, and examine the other 
gravely and compoſedly, and found a moſt, com- 
fortable and ſatisfying account of the impreſſion 
made by that ſermon upon his mind, will and 
affections, namely, upon his mind, while the 
miniſter was repreſenting the glory of CHRIST, 
| and how wonderfully well fitted he is for the 
1 ſalvation of ſinners. God who commanded the light 
: to ſhine out of darkneſs, fhined on his ſoul, giving 
| bim the knowledge of the glory of God in the 3 of 
Jeſus Chriſt, which turned his will to the ac- 
ceptation of the Saviour, and to reſign him- 
"ſelf to him; upon which he found his ſoul 
filled with wonder, joy and peace unſpeakable. 
Of the truth and ingenuity of this account, Mr 
Hog was very well fatisfied, and, according to 
| Fobn Card's requeſt, he turned his prayers into 
[| Praiſes on his account; and good reaſon he had 
| for doing ſo, for this man proved one of the 
J moft remarkable converts in this country, or 
| perhaps in the kingdom, and continued to adorn 
| the doctrine of Gop his Saviour, to the end 
$ of his life, which was not for many years after 
| this. And it was obſervable in him, that he 
| carried a great reſemblance of Mr Hog ever 
| after, in a ſolid diſcerning of perſons and fpi- 
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rits in matters of religion, as it was in ſeveral 
other worthy perſons, who acknowledged Mr 


£2 24 as their ſpiritual father in CHRIST IESus. 
K | 


cc 


I had (fays Mr James Hog) the happineſs 
<< to {ee him twice or thrice, and to converſe a 
“ conſiderable while with him by the means of 
the reverend Mr J/illiam Stuart miniſter of 
& Inverneſs, who interpreted for us both; and, 
I muſt ſay, that except the great Mr Thomas 
Hog, no perſon ever tried me, and went ſo 
*c much to the very bottom of my heart, as he 
& was directed to do, both as to the ground 
< work, and the moſt important concerns of a 
& chriſtian life. He was then of a great age, 
& not many years under a hundred, and though 
& very frail in body, yet fully ripe in under- 
% derſtanding, memory, and other ſoul facul- 
& ties, and advanced in ſaving grace to a pro- 
„ digy. While converſing with him, I thought 
« J was as it were at the feet of one of the old 
< prophets, for, beſides a wonderful penetrat- 
„ ing reach, his aſpect was fullof majeſty and 
“% gravity.“ „ ; 
As Mr Hog's care was great in admiſſion to 
the Lord's ſupper, which was the reaſon he 
did not diſpenſe that ordinance for ſeveral years. 
after he was ſettled miniſter at K:iltearn. He 
had indeed the profoundeſt regard for that ſo- 
lemnity, and would moſt gladly have had it 
ſooner; but the ignorance of the people was ſo 
reat when he entered amongſt them, that it 
was long ere they were in any readineſs to re- 
ceive it: but when he had been about four 
years in the miniſtry, and obſeryed that his 
labours were countenanced of the LorD, he ſet 


about 
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about preparation for that holy ordinance, and 
proceeded with the -greateſt caution, allowing 
none to communicate who could not give ſome 
tolerable ſatisfying account of a work of grace 
upon their ſouls (&). And having thus fenced 
that ſolemn ordinance, great was the encourage- 
ment found in it: ſeveral told him how graci- 
ouſly. Gop had dealt with their ſouls, both be- 
fore and after the communion. © I cannot 
& fays Mr Stuart, (from whom I am now glean- 
e ing) give account of particulars, but I have 
% heard ſome eminent "chriſtians, who were 
& preſent at that occaſion, tell, that the Loxn 
6 bowed his heavens and came down, and 
& diſplayed his ſaving power on that occaſion 


* 


“ moſt comfortably and ſignally; and I (ſays 


& the ſame reverend miniſter) found a ſtill 
& more perſuaſive evidence of the efficacy of 
<& that ſolemnity remaining forty years after it, 
& In the year 1699, or 1700, when I, was 
cc miniſter of MKiltearn, Donald Munro, the 
& oldeſt man in the pariſh, fell fick, and 
« died. He was ninety-ſix years of age, and 
& lived two miles from the church, yet he 
& attended there punctually every ſabbath. His 
% converſation was very agreeable, but he was 
& not reckoned amongſt either the firſt or 

| „ ſecond 


Happy were it for the preſent generation, if miniſters would 
univerſaily wead this Rep of the eminent Mr Hog ;. by ſeparating, 
in this manner, betzvixt the precious and the vile, they would give 
evidence of their divine miſſion, and in doing ſo; they would at 
leaft fave their own ſouls from acceſſion to others guilt ; whereas, 
by admitting too many, who, to ſay the beſt of them, ſhew only 
negative qualifications, they not only partake of other men's ſins, but 
are guilty of leavening thoſe with it who join them; whereby, 


_ they grieve the hearts of the gracious, 


K 


4 


REV. MR HOS. © 


fecond rate of chriſtians for profeigon; or 
cc power of religion; that is, he was not reek- 


' 


ned a babe, nor a young man, but a'father. 


cc: 


When I heard of his ſieknefs, I went to viſit 


him, and being ſomewhat weary with walk- 


ing, I ſat down ſoftly at ſome little diſtance 
from the ſick man, without letting him 
know that I was there, and in a little time I 


heard him pronounce” theſe words, Res 
member my death till I come again;” and 


theſe he repeated thtee or four times, and 


his affections were fo moved with them, that 


he broke out in tears. At firſt I ſuſpected 
that might be effects or ſiekneſs, of old age, 


but, 'to my great joy, I was foon undeceived, 

for when I drew near, and aſked him, W hat 
death is that you ſpeak of, and repeat fo 
often? he, turning towards me, faid, with a 
Iirely voice; and pleaſant countenance, © The 


death through which I look for victory over 
a body of fin and death; the death that ſup- 
ports me in this dark valley and ſhadow of 
death ; the death through which I look for 
eternal life; the death of JESUS CHRIST the 
prince of life, that, Sir, is the death of 
which I fpeak.” Being much refreſhed with 
this anſwer, I aſked him, How he came 5 
the ſenſe of eternal mercy through the death 


of CHRIST? He anſwered me, with much 


warmth of affection, When Mr Hg gave 
the facrament, above forty years ago, he 


' preached on the death of CHRIST, and the 
infinite virtue of it for poor finners, which 


filled him with ſuch wonder and joy at the 
love of CHRIST, as made him precious to his 
„ foul 


— 
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c ſoul above all things in time and Amt 5 
<« and, though he loſt the ſenſe of it for man 
years, that it had now recurred with ſuch 
ce vigour, as if he had heard it with the ſame 
<< power that moment. I received ſeveral other 
< comfortable anſwers from him, and then 
4e aſked if he would have me pray, to which, 
without anſwering me, he looked up, and 
cc. 7 reat emotion ſaid. O Lonxp, be 
4 eaſed to hear this prayer.” And in a ſhort 
64 82. after I had prayed, he reſigned his ſoul 
<« to Gop, in a pleaſant aſſurance of eternal 
6 life through CHRIST.“ 

Mr Hog ſeems not to have „ the 
Holy Supper again while he was at Kiltearn, 
for when after he had retired to Knockgaudy, 
finding his miniſtry in private bleſſed with ſuc- 
Cees, he adminiſtered the Loxp's ſupper for the 
ſecond time (7), which was a bold attempt, 
conſidering the ſeverity of the laws againſt 
! nevertheleſs ſeveral of the moſt exerciſed 

to godlineſs in theſe parts attended that ſolem- 
nity, which was remarkably countenanced with 
the divine preſence and glory: communicants 
returned to their habitations with joy unſpeak- 
able, and the ſpirits of their adverſaries were 
1 ſo bound up that they gave them no diſturb- 
ij ance. 
[1 Amongſt the things reckoned extraordinary | 
333 on this occaſion, the admiſſion of a Highlander, 
| | who could ſpeak no Engliſh, is accounted 
207 worthy of a place both in Mr Stuart's and Mr. 
Tit EF s accounts. This a Jp Mac Leod by 
14 n 


F F ( Mr Stuart's account, 
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name, nown to Mr Thomas Tlag as a man 
ſweetly exerciſed in religion, and by whom 
others ſay they were after ward greatly refreſhed, 
had come up from Roſs-ſprre to that ſolemnity, 
and wanted to communicate, but becauſe Mc 
Hog knew he had no Engliſo, he heſitated to 
admit him. Hereupon, the good man being 
very intent on communicating, and knowing 
that Mr Hog had the Iriſh language, ſays to him 
in that dialect, © Would: ye itop me who came 
| hither obeying the command of my exalted 
Redeemer, and who underſtand what you was 
juſt now preaching in Engliſh, ſo well as if every 
word had been delivered in my own tongue; 
and thereupon he repeated the ſubſtance of the 
diſcourſe that had been delivered. This having 
been interpreted by Mr Hog to thoſe who were 
preſent, filled them with wonder, and the good 
man was allowed to communicate, which he 
did with great joy. 

But as Gop ſent Mr Hug to be an ambaſſador 
of mercy to many, ſo alſo to be a meſſenger of 
wrath to ſome. Of this ſeveral inſtances are 
related (n), and I ſhall repeat the 1 
About the beginning of Mr Hog's miniſtry, a 
certain gentleman in the pariſh having loſt one 
of his family, intended to bury within the kirk, 
but becauſe, on account of the vulgar ſuper- 
ſtition, the general aſſembly had made an act 
againſt burying in churches ; and that Mr Hog 
was a ſtrenuous defender of the acts of the 
church; the gentleman was at a nonplus what 
to do: upon which one William Munro, a ſtro 
hectoring fellow, engaged to the gentleman to 
make good his way againſt all oppoſition, and 
had ſucceeded ſo far, > the people who at- 


tended 


(.) By Mr Sinar7, &c, 


* 
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tended the corpſe were entering the church · yard, 


hen Mr Hoy, getting notice, went out, and 
fetting his back to a door, through which the 


corpſe was to be carried, began to reaſon with 
people, to convince them of the error of 
breaking through good order, and the rules of 
the church. This had not however the deſired 
effect: he then ſpake to the people, ſaying, 
% This man hath grieved the Spirit of Gon, 
and you ſhall ſee either his ſudden repentance, 
« or a ſignal Judgment befal him.” Accord- 
ingly the poor wretch, continuing in his wicked 
courſes, met with the judgment foretold him in 
a few months after, and a very ſignal judgment 
it was; for he having, in one of his drunken 
revels, made a violent attack upon a mean man, 
and thrown him into the fire, the man, in his 
extremity, drew out the wretch's own- ſword, 
or dagger, and there with thruſt him through the 
belly, ſo that his bowels burſt out, and he ex- 


= 


pired moſt miſerably. | 


A ſecond inſtance of this kind happened while 
Mr Thomas Hog was lecturing one evening in the 
houſe of the laird of Letbem, in the county of 
Murray (n). During the time af worſhip he 
obſerved a fervant laugh once and again; the 


Arſt time he gently called for attention and 


reverence, and at the ſecond tranſgreſſion he 
rebuked what he ſaw more ſeverely, and then 
went on in his purpoſe with great compoſure 
but a little after, obſerving the ſame perſon re- 


lapſe in his contemptuous carriage, he pauſed 


for ſome time, and then ſaid with an air of 
awful ſeverity, © The Spirit of God is grieved 
*« by one of the company, for mocking at theſe 
« oreat truths. Therefore I am bold to 2" 
ER 2-4 7 8 « ſu 


(s) From Mr Stuart's and Mr Hog's accounts, 
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ce ſuch deſpiſers of the goſpel ſhall beviſibly, and 
«© more ſuddenly puniſhed; than any here would 
e with, and that the guilty perſon would give 
«© much for our prayers when he cannot have 
& them,” After the family had ſupped and 
retired to their ſeveral apartments, a meſſage 


came to Mr Hog's chamber, telling him that 


the foreſaid mocker was ſuddenly ſeized with 
violent ſickneſs, and that he cried bitterly for 


him. Upon this Mr Hog aroſe quickly, caſt. _ 


on his night-gown, and came down ftairs to ſee 
him, without loſing a minute's time, but before 
ever he came the poor creature was dead. 
| Theſe awful providences did very juſtly fill 
the hearers with the fear of Gop's judgments, 
and confirmed many of them in the belief, that 
the ſecret of the LoRD was with Mr Hog, which 
was alſo verified by many other evidences, 4 
The two following inſtances (o) are of ſtill 
greater conſequence. In the year 1685, when 
the duke of Monmouth landed in England, and 
the earl of Argyll in Scotland, Mr Hog being. 
then at London, his ſervant brought him in the 
news of their landing, expecting that it would 
be very acceptable ro his maſter, but he was 
diſappointed, Mr Hag did ſhake his head, and 
William Balloch adding, O, Sir, what is the 
matter? honeſt people were under dreadful ap- 
prehenſions of Popery coming in amongſt us 
like a deluge, and now they hope theſe two 
oreat men may be the happy inſtruments of 
delivering thoſe nations.” Mr Hag knowing 
him to be a gracious man, and that he was 
prudent, and might be confided in, ſaid, I 
<< tell you, man, Gop will not honour any of 


e theſe men to be the inſtruments of our de- 


| C*2 <« liverance, 
(o) Taken from Mr Stuart. 
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++ liverance, and I have good reaſon to think ſe 
<« as to both; for when ſome worthy patriots 
<<. who ſaw the danger of Popery, and what 
«<< danger king Charles was in from popiſh coun- 
.- << cils, met together, in order. ts confer about 
"+. My propereſt meaſures to be taken in theſe 
« circumſtances, Monmouth, who was in the 
<< concert, declined to act the honourable part 
« which fell to his ſhare, upon which all 


<< meaſures broke up, and ſome of the worthieſt 
«© in the land were expoſed to ſuffering on the 


c&c account; and becauſe he would not embrace 


. 


* 
4 93 * — 
MS Wot es 1s > me —— — —— 1 A 
* — 
_ * * ta 4 


„„ 
r 


CY 


4 Wn, > pt 

— 23 —— —y—- 
— 
* . EE VG” oor een” —— gee. 2a. 


< the Loxy's time of working, Gop will not 

<< accept of his time. And for the earl of Argyll, 

<< ͤ believe he is a good man, and that he will 
get his ſoul for a prey; yet, conſidering his 

<6 hand hath: been deep in the defection, and 

<< apoſtacy of the time, I am under no expec- 
e tation of deliverance by him.“ 

Much about the ſame time ſome Proteſtants, 
who attended the court, knowing that Mr Hog 
was in the city, and that he was endued with 
ſomewhat of a prophetic ſpirit, ſpoke liberally 
of him at court, which drew king James's at- 
tention ſo far, that he wanted Mr Hog ſhould 
be conſulted concerning the ſtate of affairs at 
that juncture. This being communicated to 
Mr Heg by his friends, he concealed his mind 
for ſome time, till he had conſulted the Loxn 
in prayer, and prepared for his departure thence, 
and then he comphed with their importunity, 
and told them (what alſo he charged them to 
report faithfully) “ That if king James had 
*< ſincerely — . to the principles of our holy 
<< reformed religion, his throne had been eſta- 
<< bliſhed in righteouſneſs; yea, if his majeſty 
% would yet give ſincere evidence of his turn- 
£6 ing 


“ jng from N matters bt be well with: 
him, but if he did it not ſuddenly, and ſin- 
* cerely, the land would srun him out.” This 
anſwer having been faithfully reported to the 
king, orders were quickly iffued out to appre> 
hend Mr Hog, and a ſtrict ſearch was made for 
him, but he, having foreſeen this evil, eſchewed | 
it by a e rag to Holland. | 
Nor was Mr Ftyg's prophetic fpirit Selig 
only to things on the dark {ide of the cloud; ſome 
events of mercy were alſo foretold by him (2)> 
fuch as, 
1, When he knew that he was to B put out 
of his charge at Kiltearn, anno 1662 (as the moſt 
of other faithful miniſters were put out of theirs 
much about the ſame time) he had a farewel 
fermon to them, in which he took Gop and 
their own conſciences to witneſs, that he had 
not ſhunned to declare to them the whole coun- 
| ſel of Gow, and that he had foretold them the 
things they now ſaw coming. He further told 
them, That the ſtorm would be of long con- 
«© tinuance, but after all, the ſky would clear, 
„ and he would live to ſee it, and be called to 
% his own charge again, as miniſter of Kiltearn, 
« and die with them.” The truth of this L 
ce had atteſted to me (ſays Mr Stuart) by ſeveral 
old men in the pariſh, who were my elders.“ 
And added Mr Heg, If any of you ſhall de- 
« cline from that good way, and theſe truths 
% wherein ye have been taught, and ſhall com- 
<« ply with the wicked deſigns now carried on, 
I take heaven and earth to be witneſſes againſt 
« you; I take the ſtones of theſe walls I 
« preached in, every word that was ſpoken, 
90 and every one of you to be witneſſes againſt 
"62 6 another.” 
() From Mr Stuart. 
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e another.” With theſe, and many other words, 


he warned and exhorted them, and his labour 
was not in vain, for there was not a pariſh in 


Scotland who complied leſs with the corruptions 


and defections of a time than his did. 
The only other inſtance I ſhall name of the 


kind, was his predicting the glorious, deliverance 


at the Revolution, by the means of the prince 
of Orange.—When he foretold the miſcarriage 


of Monmouth and Argyll, he added, . Yet I am 
de under Sos AY Ac that our deliverance i is 


<< reſerved for another happy inſtrument of the 
% divine glory.“ And when he went to Holland, 


he was ſoon introduced to the prince of Orange, 
who had him in great eſteem for his ſingular 


piety and prudence, and therefore he took- him 


into the ſecret of his reſolutions, to do what he 
could to deliver theſe nations from Popery-and 


_ tyranny, in which that good man being deſired 
to declare his ſedate thoughts, and moſt de- 


liberate ſentiments,” encouraged his highneſs 


perbaps as much as any who ever ſpoke to him 


upon the head, upon topics drawn from revela- 
tion and experience; and affured him, „If he 


«© undertook the "hag work of delivering theſe 
* nations from 


opery, and of ſecuring the 
<« Proteſtant religion, with a ſincere eye to the 
« glory of Gon, the Loxp would be with 


«© him, and make him ſucceſsful, for he had 
„ the ſtrongeſt impreſſions that his highneſs 
„would be the happy inſtrument of Providence 
« in that deliverance ().“ 


Yet, notwithſtanding this. e gift 
became thus familiar to Mr Hog, he was ex- 


ceeding cautious about it, and afraid of an itch- 
ing deſire 4 it. Blind impulſes, violent, ſud- 


den, 
(7 Mr Stuart 2 accoupt, | 
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den, ** unreaſonable injections, he could not 
away with, but many times teſtified againſt them, 
as alſo againſt light by dreams, viſions and voices, 
or any ſuch ſigns, as an adulterous generation, 
going a whoring from Gop and the more ſure 
word of prophecy, do feek after; and therefore 
it was his cuſtom to examine theſe much in the 
ſame way he did the anſwers to his prayers, 
which we formerly noticed. 

The interpoſitions of the providence of Gon 
for this his gracious ſervant, in the time of his 
extremity, are alſo very remarkable, and deſerve 
a ſpecial memento. : 

The firſt time Mr Hog was impriſoned for 
the truth was at. Forres, anno 1668, upon a 
complaint for keeping conventicles, &c. There 
he was wonderfully eee and comforted, 
and had great joy in his ſufferings: the godly 
_ who knew him, or heard of him, were alfo in- 
eeſſant at a throne of grace on his account; and 
feveral, experienced in religion, amongſt which 
number Mrs Roſs was one, declared afterward, 
that they never ſaw; or at any time found, ſuch 
a meaſure of the ſpirit of ſupplication as was 
then poured out on many in Murray, and their 
prayers, as one ſaith of the church's prayers for 
Peter while in a like caſe, ſet Gop a working. 
The effect was, that Mr Hog, without his own 
knowledge, and moſt unexpectedly of all his 
friends, was ſet at liberty without any concel- 
ſions on his part. 

A ſecond inſtance of this kind is yet more re- 
markable (7). Mr Hog having, about the be- 
ginning of the year 1676, been again appre- 
hended for private conventicles, and ſent up to 
Edinburgh, he ſaid to ſome perſons in company, 

8 . 
(r) Mr Stuart's and Mr James Hog's accounts, 
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J thank my Gop this meſſenger was moſt 


_ *© welcome to me; and giving a fcratch with 


«© his nail upon the wall, he ſaid, I truſt in 
«<< the living Gop, that before my conſcience 
„ ſhall get that much of a ſcratch, this neck 
«© (pointing to it) ſhall go for it.” Accord- 
ingly, when put to the trial, he joyfully ſub- 
mitted to a priſon, rather than bind up himſelf 
from preaching, and was therefore ſent to the Baſs, 
where his chriſtian carriage and converſation, 
compoſure, courage, and pleaſantneſs of ſpirit, 
proved very comfortable to the other ſuffering. 
miniſters there. However the air of the place, 
and cloſe confinement, affected his health very 
ſoon, and he fell into a bloody-flux, which, in 
his caſe, was attended with peculiar and very 

reat danger: in this ſituation, a phyſician was 
called to his aſſiſtance from Eainburgh, who 
gave it as his opinion, that unleſs he was liber- 
ated from that confinement, there was no hope 
of his recovery, and he adviſed him to ſuppli- 
cate the council for liberation for ſome ſhort 
ſpace, that means might be uſed for the recover- 
ing of his health. Mr Hog heſitated to addreſs 
them, whether becauſe they were a mongrel 
court, conſiſting of clergy as well as laymen, 
or becauſe he judged they had no right to deny 
what he aſked, or becauſe he had no proſpect of 
ſucceeding, is uncertain. However the doctor 
of his own accord, and without owning Mr 
Hog in it, drew up a petition for him to the 
council, in the ſtrongeſt terms he could deviſe, 
and the better to inſure a hearing, the clerks. 


dues were liberally paid. The petition - was 


read, and ſome of the lay lords interceeded for 
Mr Hog, and faid, while he was at liberty he 
lived more quietly, and traverſed not the country 

| ſo 
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co much 28 other preſbyterians did: upon 
which, archbiſhop Sbarp taking up the argu- 
ment, "aid; That the priſoner. did, and was in 
a capacity to do, more hurt to their intereſts, 
fitting in his elbow-chair, than twenty others 
could do by travelling from this land to the 
other; and if the juſtice of Gop was purſuing 
him to take him off the ſtage, the clemency of 
the government ſhould not dae to hinder 
it; and therefore it was his opinion, that if 
there were any place in the priſon worſe than 
another he ſhould be put there. This motion 
having been ſeconded by ſome other: of the 
prelates and their ſuppoſts,. was accordingly put 
to the vote, and it carried, The. cloſe/t priſon in 
the Baſs for him, which was ſpeedily. put in 
execution. When the keeper intimated. the 
order, Mr Hog raiſed: himſelf up, with ſome 
difficulty, in bis bed to read it, Which (ſaid 
„ he) was as. ſevere as if Satan himſelf bad 
<< penned- it.” W²illiam Balloch, his ſervant, 
being with: him when he was carried down to a 
low naſty. dungeon in the Baſs, fell a weeping, 
and cried, “ Now, maſter, your death is un- 
avoidable.” Upon this the good man's eyes were 
directed to the Loxp as his phyſician, and turn- 
ing to his ſervant, with a countenance full of 
joy, he ſaid, Now that. men have no mercy,. 
8 Lozp will ſhew himſelf. merciful ; from 
«© the moment of my entering -this dungeon, I 
date my recovery.“ And ſo it fell out, for- 
the very next day he recovered to admiration, , 
and was in a ſhort ſpace as well as ever. And 
yet afterward, when any. would have been 
ſpeaking. of the -archprelate in his hearing, he 
never * any reſentment, but ſometimes 

23 5 would 
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would have ſaid ſomewhat pleaſantly, „Com- 
«© mend him to me for a g 1 
The laſt inſtance 1 ſhall give, is in reſpect of 


good phyſician.” 


the conſtruction put upon it, as remarkable as 
any of the former. About the year 1683, Mr 


Hog, who had ſome time before that been liber- 


ated from the Baſs, but on what condition I 
Have not learned, fell again under the diſpleaſure 


of the managers; and being convicted for hold- 


ing private conventicles, he was baniſhed b 

the privy council, and ordained to remove fort 

of the kingdom within forty-eight hours, un- 
leſs he would find caution not to exerciſe any 
part of his miniſtry, under a penalty of five 
thouſand marks, over and above performance. 
This condition he would by no means ſubmit 
to, and therefore he retired to Berwict within 
the time limited; and ſometime after he went 
up to London, with a deſign of ee 


himſelf from thence to Carolina with the fir 


opportunity; but the report of a plot by the 
Preſbyterians, againſt the king and duke of 
York, having been then induſtriouſly propagated 
by ſome about the court, Mr Hog was appre- 
hended as a ſuſpected perſon, and thrown into 
priſon. After he had lain there a good time, 
with great patience, his money being near ſpent, 
(for beſide his own and ſervant's maintenance, 
he paid ten ſhillings ſterling weekly to the keeper 
for a room, that he might have a place of retire- 
ment by himſelf, and not be put down amongſt 
common felons and ruffians) he ſays to his 
ſervant, ** William, I will ſet to-morrow apart 
c for prayer, and fee that no perſon be allowed 
ce to come in to interrupt me.” Accordingly 


he aroſe early, and continued cloſe at medita- 
tion, prayer, and reading ſuch ſcriptures as 
were 


od. 
- 7 4 
* 


were ſuggeſted as matter of argument in prayer, 


till about twelve o'clock, when a perſon in the 


habit of a gentleman defired to ſpeak with him. 


WMilliam Ballech told his maſter was retired, and 


behoved not to be interrupted at that time, but + 
the other interceeded that he might tell His 
maſter a friend wanted to ſee him: upon which 
William ſeeing him of a grave and pleafarit 
aſpect, reported his defire to his maſter, who. 
ordered him to ſhew the gentleman into his 
chamber, Mr Hog received him courteouſly, 
and the other entertained him with a diſcourſe 
about ſufferings for a good Gop and a good 
cauſe, and ſhewed that our light affliftions are 
but for a moment, and not to be compared with the 
glory that ſhall be revealed. And having infiſted 
on this ſubject a few minutes, with great per- 
tinence, power and ſpirituality, he arofe and 
embraced Mr Hog moſt lovingly, exhorted him 
to a patient continuance in well doing; and 
then he took out of his pocket a white paper, 
and gave it to him; Mr Hog finding its weight 
underſtood it was money, and faid to the ſtranger, 
© Upon what account, Sir, do you give me this 
& money?“ The other anſwered, * Becauſe I 
cc am appointed by our great and exalted Maſter 
ce to do ſo.“” Mr Hog aſked his name, and he 
refuſing. to tell, Mr Hog ſaid, Sir, it is not 
ce curiolity that prompts me to aſk; but I hope 
& to be enlarged, and then I ſhould account it 
% my duty to call for you at your dwelling in 
ce this city, for I ſuppoſe you are a citizen of 
& London.” The other replied, © You muſt aſk 
c no more queſtions, but be faithful unto death, 
& and thou ſhalt have a crown of life;“ and 
then he retired, and Mr Hog never ſaw him nor 
heard from him any more, This ſtory 1 
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forth in the gift now made him. 


{4 


(fays Mr Stuart) from William Balloch a graci- 


aus man, and accounted a perſon of as great 
veracity as any of his ſtation in the kingdom, 


who was an eye and car witneſs to what he re- 
ported, and. ſaid, there was ſo much majeſty and 


ſweetneſs in the man, and ſo great an averſion 


to tell who he was, that he inclined to think he 
was an angel. But whatever be in that, the 
interpoſition of Providence for Mr Hog was ex- 
tremely ſeaſonable and ſignal, and he was made 
to ſee the Lox D humbling himſelf, and anſwer- 
ing his prayer, for when he opened the paper, 
there was five pound ſterling in it, which to 


the good man was ſweeter than if he had got a 
thouſand pound ſettled on him yearly, without 


ſeeing the glory of infinite wiſdom, love and 
faithfulneſs, in the conveyance which ſhone 

Having now ſeen, that to Mr Hog it was 
given, on the account of CHRIST, not only to 
believe.on his name, but alſo to ſuffer for his 
ſake, and that the language of the LorD's pro- 
cedure towards him was like'that to the prophet 
Daniel, O man, greatly beloved] It may be of 
uſe for others, that, from Mr James Hog's ac- 
count of his life, we do ſhortly repreſent his 
principles, with reſpect to public matters con- 
troverted in his day. | 

Mr Thomas Hog was in his judgment on the 
fide of thoſe called proteſtors, and according to 
the hiſtorians Meſſrs }/2drow and Crook/bank, he 


Was, in the beginning of the year 1661, depoſed 


by the ſynod of Roſs, becauſe he would not 


diſclaim that party judicially. 


He was clear againſt hearing the curates, and 
when queſtioned fer this, he anſwered, That 
he looked on himſelf as obliged by the equity of 
TS T 


y 15 


RE V. MR HOGS. © 


the thing, and the rather, becauſe of the ſuper- 
added ſolemnity of the covenants which he had 
ſworn, to lay out himſelf. in juſt and regular 
ways, towards the-extirpation of prelacy, with 
whatſoever belongs to that antichriſtian hier- 
archy. And conſidering the laws enjoined hear- 
ing of the curates, as a public teſt of approba- 
tion of, and compliance with his majeſty's 
eccleſiaſtic government, or the ſupremacy,” as 
explained and declared to be an inherent right of 
the crown, and prelacy, as the king's govern- 
ment eccleſiaſtic: when he further confidered, 
that all proteſtations, remonſtrances, and other 
teſtimonies againſt the ſame, were by law diſ- 
charged as ſeditious, he could ſee no other 
method left of keeping his ſolemn and facred 
oath, but that of not hearing them ; neither 
could he ſee that the patron's preſentation, and 
collation from the biſhop, was the door of acceſs 
to the miniſtry, appointed by the great Shepherd 
of the ſheep, and therefore could not look upon 
a perſon having theſe, and no more, as authorized 
by Gop to carry his meſſage to his people. And, 
according to Mrs Roſs, he was the main inſtru- 
ment of licenſing the firſt that was licenſed in 
Scotland, without compliance with epiſcopacy: 
and that the firſt perſon ſo licenſed was Mr 
James Fraſer of Brae, we further gather from 
the original copy of that gentleman's life, wrote 
by himſelf, chap. ix. ſect. 1. though that whole 
ſection, with ſeveral other parts of his life, are 
omitted in the printed copy. 8 
For the public oaths of that time, Mr Hog 
was in no heſitation as to their being eſtabliſhed 
in down- right oppoſition to our vows and cove- 
nants, and in ſeveral reſpects incompatible with 
chriſtian liberty, and a good conſcience. 
e Touching 


* 
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_ Touching the indulgences granted by king 
Charles II. be agreed with worthy Mr John 
Brown, and Mr Robert Mac Ward, and thought 
honeſt miniſters, as Mr 4 Welſh, Mr John 
Blackader, and others of that fort, were in their 
duty, who chooſed rather to jeopard their lives 
by preaching in the fields, than to. take fhelter 
under that inſnaring gourd; yet he upon all 
occaſions expreſſed a juft regard to the image of 
CRIST wherever he ſaw it, notwithſtanding of 
their having different views about matters diſ- 
uted, and was utterly againſt withdrawing from 
Preſb terian miniſters, who either had not taken. 
the benefit of the indulgence, or, having taken 
it, were afterwards ejected, and expoſed to ſuf- 
fering for their integrity ; and as he pitied well 
meaning people who abſtained from hearing all 
except Mr Cameron, and diſapproved what was 
fingular in their opinion, he was at pains to re- 
claim ſuch of them as he had occaſion to ſee, 
and prevailed with ſome, for which others of 
them were filled with indignation againſt him, 
and did reſent it by names and ways, which 
ſome gracious perſons amongſt them did after- 
ward repent. EP 
Neither could he go all the length that ſome 
went in diſowning the civil government: That 
#14 _ Charles II. and James. VII. were our kings, were 
81.1 facts (ſaid he) ſadly felt, and what no body 
i | could reafonably deny.” The Lord in his 
adorable providence had, for our trial, brought 
us under theſe yokes (as his people of old were 
captives under the Babyloniſh monarch for ſeventy 
years) and required us patiently to bear his in- 
dignation, until it ſhould pleafe him to open a 
way for our relief ; yet he was of opinion, that 


in ſome inſtances the caſe was fo ftated as ſub- 
<4 | jection 


tor wn — ret renner ne A 


„ k 
— — 

— 
_ 


— 
* 


* 
— — 2 TOE I — 2 ———« 3 
—  _ _ — — : —2: — — * * 


* ed 
— ͤ —— ·ů —*?' à— 
* LC wa ” 


4 J . 4 
* 
—— — 22 
Ln — 


* 7 - . hh; a , N ; 2 


REV. MR HOGG. 63 
jection might be warrantably refuſed, for in- 
ſtance, in that tickliſh caſe of refuſing to pray 
for the king, wherewith many of the ſufferers, 
towards the end of the perſecution, were ſtig- 
matized, he could find few, if any, who, when 
the queſtion was fairly ſtated to them, were not 
diſpoſed, in fincerity, to pray for the king's 
happineſs and ſalvation, as for their own : But 
when the barbarous officers, or ſoldiers, would 
Have required poor labouring men to fay off hand, 
<< Gop fave the king,“ and explained it as 
meaning in down-right terms a praying for 
Govp's bleſſing his majeſty, and proſpering him 
in the (then) preſent adminiſtration of his 
government; there the ground of ſuffering was 
ſo clearly ſtated, that ſeveral found their hearts 
filled with joy at being accounted worthy to 
ſuffer upon that point alone. 1 

The toleration granted by king James VII. 

for uſhering in his darling, Popery, in Ju 1687, 
was what he did greatly dread, and he did ſtill 
more deteſt the flattering and diſingenuous ad- 
dreſſes ſent up to that prince; yet when he un- 
derſtood that other Preſbyterians were improving 
that liberty with great advantage to their people, 
and found the infirmities of old age increaſe 
upon him, he returned to Scotland about the be- 
ginning of the memorable year 1688, where he 
Kaid tifl the year 1691, at which time his old 
pariſhioners finding. the way cleared for his re- 
ception, ſent commiſſioners to accompany him 
back to his pariſh of Kiltearn, where he was re- 
eeived with great joy in June or July that year. 
But his conflitution being broken, he was very 
unable to diſcharge his function much in public 
after that; however his private converſation 
became ever the more heavenly, till he entered 
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into the joy of his Lony, the fourth day of 


January, 1692. 


King William, of happy memory, having, by 


the time Mr Hog took poſſeſſion of his old 


charge, got leizure to attend to his domeſtic af- 
fairs, and to reward the merit of his friends, re- 


ſolved on having this good man near him; and 
for that purpoſe he ſent him a commiſſion: to be 


one of his family chaplains, which was no mean 
evidence of the ſenſe that penetrating ſovereign 


Had of his merit, and of the truth of his predic- 
tion concerning himſelf ; but before ever that 
honour was beſtowed on him. he was ſeized with 


the trouble, or rather the complication of 
troubles, whereof he died. 

Amongſt the many who viſited Mr. Hog, I, 
ſays Mr Stuart, was one; the firſt time I vikted 
him I preached for him, and the excellency of 
his converſation (which I ſhall never forget) 
engaged me to ſtay eight days with him. At an 
after viſit, he aſked me if I was pre- engaged to 
ſettle at Inverneſs, for I was then a helper there? 
I told him, I was not to that, nor any place elſe ; 
then, ſald he, I have thought of your ſettlement 
in this place, for, if I live, I think I will be 
importuned to go elſewhere; and thereupon. he 
ſhewed me his patent to be one of king William's 
chaplains ; and, if I die ſoon, as I think I will ; 
in either caſe, I incline you ſhould ſucceed me : 
and having told me the diſpoſition of the people, 
and what qualifications he judged neceſſary for 

their edification, he recommended to me to pray 
upon it, and aſk counſel of Gon concerning 
it. — The greateſt length I could however go in 
a matter of that importance, while he Iived, was 
to entertain ſerious thoughts about it, and not 
withſtandingl found it my duty to conceal the mo- 
tion, 


. 


tion, the pariſhioners were acquainted with his 
deſire, and after his death they were harmonious 
and zealous in promoting it. In this the defire 
of his, heart was accompliſhed. It was indeed a 
great weight on my ſpirit to ſucceed ſo great a 
man, but I can ſay, to the praiſe of ſovereign 
grace, that while I was there, I was powerfully 
% Y. ĩᷣͤ EET 
Mr Hog's laſt ſickneſs was conſiderably long, 
and accompanied with great pain. One time his 
judicious ſervant hearing the heavy moans he 
made, humbly aſked him, Whether it was foul 
or bodily pain that extorted ſuch heavy groans 
from him? To which he replicd pleaſantly and 


compoſedly, No ſoul trouble, man, for a hun- 


dred and a hundred times my LoRp hath aſſured 
me that I ſhall be with him for ever; but I am 
making moan for my body: and thereupon he en- 
tertained him agreeably, concerning the Lord's 
purging away fin from his own children in this 
manner, J. xxvii. 9. At another time he ſaid, 
„ Pity me, O ye my friends, and do not pray for 
my life, you fee I have a complication of diſeaſes; 
allow me to go to my eternal reſt ;* and then with 
deep concern of ſoul he cried, ** Look (O my 
Gop) upon mine aflition and my pain, and 
forgive all my fins.” And yet, ſays his ſervant, 
never was his converſation more heavenly and 
ſpiritual, than when he was thus chaſtiſed. To- 
wards his end he was much feaſted with our Sa- 
viour's comfortable meſſage to his diſciples, John 
XX. I7.—T aſcend unto my Father and your Father, 
and to my God and your God. To the writer of 
the Remarkable Paſſages he ſaid, ** He could not 
give a look unto the Lok, but he was full: 
perſuaded of his everlaſting love.” And to Mr 
Stuart he ſaid at another time, Never did ek 
un 
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fun in the firmament ſhine more brightly to the 
eyes of my body, than CHRIST the Sun of 


Righteouſneſs hath ſhined on my ſoul.” Some 


time after this, continues the fame writer, 


„When I underſtood that he was very low, I 


made him my laſt viſit, and when I afked how he 
did, he anſwered, The unchangeableneſs of 

my Gop is my rock.” Upon ſabbath evening, 
for I ſtaid with him that week, when I came in 


from the church, his ſpeech was unintelligible 


to me, but his ſervant ſaid he deſired me to pray, 


and commit his foul and body to his GoD. 


After prayer I retired a little, and when I re- 
turned, I found all preſent in tears at his diſſo- 
lution, eſpecially his wife and his faithful ſer- 
vant Filliam Ballach.” Mr James Hog and the 
writer of the Remarkable Paſſages add, that as 
Mr Thomas Hog had many times foretold that 
his Lord and Huſband was coming, fo in the 
end he cried out, Now he is come, he is come, 
my LorD is come, praiſes, praiſes to him for 


evermore, Amen” And with that word death 


cloſed his eyes. 


Containing an Aſtra of Mr Hoo's manner 
of dealing with perſons under conviftions, 


PIRST, be laid down ſome preliminary 


obſervations; as, 31 
1. That declining or ſhifting a fair and ſcrip- 


"tural enquiry in any concern of religion, is a 
ſhrewd ſign that matters are utterly wrong, 7oln 


Iii. 19, 20, 27 | 
2: That 


OH 77 * 1 V 7 
3 
4 D 
; 


REV. MR HOG.» 65 

_ That ſomething like a convincing. wark 

may have place in ſome caſes, and yet prove de- 

luſory, eſpecially, /(1) In the caſe of melancholy; 

where this dreadful malady i is, it putteth a diſ- 

mal garb on every thing, and conſequently ſin 
muſt appear terrible alſo. Evil ſpirits do ordi- 

narily make a ſpecial handle of this diſeaſe, to 

lead to deſperate courſes. Thus ſin | proves in ſo 

far a conſiderable part of the diſeaſe; in this 

caſe the mind is dark and confuſed, and accord - 

ing as the malady prevails or abates, the mind is 

ſad or cheerful; and yet the poor creature can 

give no reaſon for either. Beſides, melancholy 
doth ordinarily utterly indiſpoſe the patient for 
action, and rendereth him both unfit and entirely 
averſe from it; whereas convictions ſet home 
upon the conſcience by the Spirit of Gap from 

the word, are made effectual for exciting to a 

diligent uſe of means, as one would do when his 

houſe is all in a flame about his ears. Melan- 

choly may be taken off by medicines, but ſay- 

ing conviction admits, of no cure, till the ſame 
ſpirit which awakened, drop i in the healing ſalve 
as deep as the wound, "Yael in the caſe of ſeveral 
awakened perſons, there is a mixture of this 
malady, but the Lord over- rules it ſo, as, con- 
trary to its nature, it iſſues into a diſtinct con- 
cern about their eternal ſtate: when this is the 
poſture of matters, it is happy if the malady be 
carried off by medicines, and the ſoul's concern 
continue and grow ; yet ordinarily in this com- 
plex caſe, the ſoul's cure bringeth health to the 
body alſo, according to Fob xxxiii. 23—25. 
Pſalm ciii. 1—3. (2) Somewhat like to eonvic- 
tions on the mind may be the effect of diſcontent 
upon the account of —— worldly loſs or trouble. 


u is that ſorrow which worketh death, 2 Cor. 
vit. 10. 
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vii. 10. Such a pretended malady would be cured 
by bettering the -worldly circumſtances; yet 
ſometimes this malady hath been bleſſed of the 
Lord for uſhering in convictions, 2 Chron. 
XXXiit. 11—13. Fob xxxvi. 8, 9. Pſalm. cvii. 
10—13. And (3) ſpecious reſemblances of ſoul 
exerciſe, are ſometimes derived from a ſecret 
conſcioufneſs of fome attrocious and ſcandalous 
crime, puniſhable by the civil powers, or cen- 
ſurable by the church ; but here the ſhame, and: 
not the ſin, is that which troubles the ſoul, Ger. 
iv. 13, 14. Matt. xxvii. 3—5. Yet even ſuch 
diſmal occaſtons may be made effeCtual for bring- 
ing the foul under a genuine concern about its 
eternal ſtate; and where that is the caſe, the 


patient will be found very willing to glorify Gon 


by an open and free acknowledgment, Pſalm li. 


3. A third preliminary he laid down was, the 
detection of the ſinners? true eſtate as a child of 
the firſt Adam who had ſinned in him, and was 
now fallen with him, who therefore is in the 
ſame ſtate whereinto Satan brought us all by 


that conqueſt, and further hardened therein by 


a courſe of tranſgreſſions. | 
4. That there is no attaining of any thing 


that is good and acceptable to the Loxbp, ante- 
cedent to faving faith; or in other words, till 
we be in CHRIST, Heb. xi. 6. Rom. xiv. 23. 
Matt. vii. 17—19. and, 85 


5. That there is an- enlightening work about 


ſin as well as about righteouſneſs carried in upon 
the conſcience by the Spirit of God, in a ſuit- 
- ableneſs te the ſinners circumſtantiated caſe, 
John xvi. 8 —10. 0 

. Secondly, For diſcoverng whether the holy 
Spirit was preparing his way towards a- ſaving 
change on the ſou}, Mr Hog uſed to enquire x 


I, Where? 


1 
. Where? on Ev 1 an from what 
| 1 of ſcripture it had pleaſed the Lox D to 
carry home a conviction of fin upon the conſci- 
__ ence? whether it was particular? whether the 
conviction carried from the ſtreams to the foun- 
tain of our guilt? and, upon the whole, whether 
ſuch a diſcovery of ſin had been diffuſed through 
the ſoul with a ſtrong hand, ſo as the patient 
was made to acknowledge. his former ignorance 
of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of his fins, and that 
he never ſaw them in the light he now does ? 
John iv. 29. Rom. iii. 9, &c. | 
2. Whether the patient had ever . fd him 
ſelf under the condemnatory ſentence of the 
broken covenant of works, and ſo bound juſtly 
over to the wrath to come? however various the 
methods are of the Loxn's diſpoſure of his crea- 
tures, yet ſtill this holds, that the Spirit of Gon 
giveth a true detection of the ſinner's ſtate, as 
It is in reality, for he is the SyirrT of TRUTH, 
and ſetteth in a true light what he manifeſteth 
from the word to the confTiencey: Feb. iv. 12. 
Epb. v. 13. 
2 He further enquired, How the patient 
found himſelf affected with his ſentence ? this 
enquiry conſiſted more eſpecially of two parts, 
(1) Whether the weight of this ſentence had 
fallen more heavily upon the conſcience, than 
any worldly loſs, pain or trouble, could affect 
the mind? Prov. xviii. 7 Fob vi. 2—4. Ade 
ii. 37. and xvi. 30, 31. (2) In the event 
of much felt hardneſs Er confuſion, which is 
uſually the caſe of the patient thus circum- 
' ftanced, he enquired, Whether this confuſion 
and hardneſs was looked upon as an evil greater, 
and to be more lamented than any worldly loſs 
or mae hs Iſa. i. 0. N 


Thirdly, 
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1 Thirdly, For diſcovering the more rude and 
unformed beginnings of a gracious and diſtin- 
guilhing change, the heads of enquiry were, 
--x, Whether in the above cafe the patient hath 
had his mouth ſtopped in the perſuaſion of the 
entire and ſpotleſs equity of the Lorp's diſ- 
poſure, being fully convinced that no perſon did 
ever ſo thoroughly deſerve to be caſt into utter 
darkneſs ? hence the exerciſed ſoul admireth and 
adoreth the juſtice of the Judge, and is filled 
with wonder at his long-ſuffering patience, and 
when his proud and daring ſpirit putteth forth 
itſelf in murmurings, he condemns and abhors 
himſelf for them. They are the gall and worm- 
wood in his cup, Judges x. 15, : 

2. Whether, while the patient is pointing 
towards the rich and free mercy of his ſovereign 
Lok, is he troubled with a two-fold impedi- 
| ment? (1) A thick and dark vail of ignorance 
upon his mind, he knoweth not how to manage, 
and is utterly unacquainted with the method of 
grace, and he finds that no human inſtruction 
can remove this vail, IJ. xxv. 7. And (2)a 
haughtineſs of ſpirit which hindreth him from 
ſubmitting to the Lox D Jesus CHRIST, as his 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, and he is made to acknowledge 
himſelf as truly deſtitute of righteouſneſs as 
CRRIST was entirely free of ſin in his own per- 
ſon, and tat of all mankind he ſtands moſt in 
need of a perfect righteouſneſs, | 
Fourthly, For diſcovering the further dawn- 
ing and nearer approach of the day of grace, Mr 
Hog enquired, Whether, while this matter con- 
tinued_in ſuſpence, the patient found a firm 
reſolution in the Loxp's ſtrength, never to re- 
turn to former lords and lovers; and, on the 
other hand, a firm reſolution, in the ſame 
45% wa ſtrength, 
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ſovereign grace, until the day of grace and 


mercy . — forth, however heavy the delay be. 
And ET this, was the caſe, it was his opinion, 
that a gracious iſſue was ordinarily near at hand, 
Pſalm xl. 12. Mic. vii. 7 Pſalm xxvii. 14. 
% 

Fifthly, For diſcovering the iſſue of convic- 
tions of the right kind, Mr Hog enquired, 5 

1. Whether (which! is chiefly deciſive in this 
matter) the mind was enlightened to know 
CHRIST as he is ſet forth in the goſpel, as our 
Prophet, Prieſt and King, as made of Gop 
unto us wiſdom, 1 ſancti ior and 
redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. But more eſpecially his 
character, as The LoRD our Rien Tb 
Lak. xxiii. 6. hath its peculiar relation unto the 

oſt, miſerable and undone ſituation, wherein 
the ſinner findeth himſelf at the time, 2 Cor. 
iv. 6. Ads xxvi. 18. 

2. Whether the ſoul hath been drawn forth by 
— power to cloſe with the perſon of 
CHRIST, as ſtanding in a marriage relation to 
him, and to receive and reſt upon him, not only | 
as the Saviour in general, but as his Saviour in 
particular, according to John i. 12. Heb. x. 39. 
1/a. xxvi. 3. &c. 

3. Whether the poor toſſed ſinner hath found 
ſomewhat of quiet reſt in pointing this way un- 
der CHRIST's drawing, after all his legal reſolu- 
tions, prayers, faſting, vows, &c. had utterly 
failed, Matt. xi. 28—30. Luke xv. 17, 18, &c. 
Pſalm IXXXIX. 19. Fer. xvii. 53 6. Acts iv. 12. 


Heb. iv. 3. 
Whether, according to the N of the 


knowledge that the perſon hath got of the glory 


of Gop in the face of JzsUs CHRIST, a pleaſant 
ſenſe 
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| ae = gratitude, and impreffion of the love of 


*Currsr, haf ſtrongly and ſweetly engaged the 
ol to the whole of new obedrence, without ex- 


IN e or reſerve, — xviii. 1. and cxvi. 17 


2 Cor. v. 14. And, 

Whether under all nabe peng burdens by 
Nase if whatſoever ſort, or by the fruits of the 
Cafes, the main propenſion of the ſoul be to ſeek 
eaſe and relief in the humble acknowledgment of 
guilt before the LorD, and by faith imploring 
- pity and pardon for CHRIS T's fake alone? Pſalm 
ii. 2—5. Prov. xxviii. 13. 1 John i 9. 


r 9 v. 15. Lev. xxvi. 43—42. N 


ut, upon the whole, it was Mr Hias 's 
inion, that in judging of ſoul-exerciſe, we 
mould have a ſpecial reſpect to the iſſues, for 
that it is very difficult, if at all poſſible, before 
—the reſpeCtive iſſues, to fix the difference betwixt 
what is right and kindly, and that which ma 


= Iſſue in a further ſtrengthening of Satan's king- 


dom, Luke xi. 24—26. Much depends upon the 
Sool, or cure of theſe ſoul fevers, which will 
prove either health or ruin to the patient, if 
— ſovereign and free mercy ſet not matters right 
again, Jobn xvi. 8, 9. Conviction of ſin is beſt 


verified by the ſubſequent conviction of righte- 
== ouſneſs, and that again by conviction of judg- 
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